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B ill introduced in the Par- 
liament claiming to 
strengthen Panchayati 
Raj is a political gimmick 
or a serious concern to involve the 
people in developmental activities 
and revitalise the grassroots 
democracy only time will tell. 
Unfortunately we are passing 
through a period in which politics 
of confrontation is the rule of the 
day. Therefore, both the ruling 
party and the opposition are 
determined to show each other 
down rather than concern with the 
task of nation building. No one can 
deny that Panchayati Raj system 
in India is very significant while its 
working so far calls for serious 
analysis and revitalisation. But in. 
the type of political debate that is 
taking place in the country, 
because of Prime Minister's style 
of functioning, has lost the real 


Strengthening Panchayati Raj 

Decentralisation 
From Above 


The Prime Minister, Rajiv 
Gandhi has repeatedly empha- 
sised that district planning should 
be married to PRIs in order to 
make them both effective instru- 
ments of democracy and devel- 
opment. ‘Panchayati Raj without 
district planning would remain a 
hollow cell and district planning 
without Panchayati Raj would 
remain unrepresentative’. The 


By Kirti Kumar 


ular participation in the develop- 
ment process. In other words they 
have to be proclaimed constitu- 
tionally the third tier of govern- 
ment. 

There is no disagreement on the 
need for reviving and strengthen- 


the fact that inspite of demarcation 
of powers between Centre and 
state, there had been a high 
degree of centralisation of author- 
ity resulting in Centre state con- 
flicts. Meaningful designs of 
decentralisation of political as well 
as administrative power would 
mean reversal of 'centralisation 
which is difficult to attain because 
of delay of institutional arrange- 


Ravitalisation of Panchayati Raj 
Institutions (PRIs) is a almost 
unanimously accepted as highly 
desirable for decentralisation and 
modernisation of rural India. 
The Seventh Five Year Plan 
has laid ample emphasis on the 
role of PRIs at village and block 
levels with a view to ensuring their 
active implementation of pro- 
grammes of rural development 
particularly those concerned with 
alleviation of poverty. Further, the 
approach in Eighth Five Year Plan 
is likely to be on grass root plan- 
ning. 


In West Bengal, Kerala and Tripura the households owing more than 
10 acres of land constitute only less than 20% and only 16% of 20% 
arable land is under thgjr possession. While in other states they 
constitute approximately4o% of the household but the land under 
their possession is 50% Panchayats in these states are under the grip 
of economically dominant class having oligarchic and feudal features. 


pre-requisite for the above, there- 
fore, are regular and periodic elec- 
tions to Panchayat bodies. The 
devolution of powers from states 
to PRIs leading to decentralisation 
of powers and handing over of dis- 
trict planning to PRIs without ade- 
quate financial back up to make 
them vibrant instruments of pop- 


ing of democracy at grassroot 
level. But the question arises, does 
there exist a strong political will to 
regard PRIs as a living and inter- 
active part of democratic process? 
is there enough commitment to 
accept PRIs as a unit of democra- 
tic self management at rural and 
local level particularly in io w of 


ments governing the centre state 
relations. 

This position has become more 
critical due to the emergence oi 
political parties other than- 01 
opposed to political party in centre 
in several states through democra- 
tic electoral process. This has lec 

Continued on page 4 


State Terrorism in Punjab 


C ommittee for Informa- 
tion and Initiative on 
Punjab in a report pub- 
lished last month has 
documented some of the cases 
exposing the ways and extent of 
state terrorism let lose in Punjab. 
The committee members Mr. 
Tapan Bose, Documentary film 
maker, Ashok Agrawal, and Nitya 
Ramakrishnan, advocates and 
Ram Narayan Kumar after an 
extensive field work and perusal of 
records believe that the character 
of the repression and brutality 
unleashed by the State and the 
moral lowliness of the officials at 
the helm of the affairs, have con- 
tributed, more than any thing else, 
to the growing disaffection among 
the Sikhs for the Indian state. 

The report points out that, for the 
last several years the Indian State 
has been presenting Punjab as a 
'Problem Province’ and the Sikhs 
as a 'Problem People’. The much 
vaunted slogan of ‘integrity of the 


From Our Correspondent 


nation' has been consolidated into 
the Categorical Imperative that the 
State can do no wrong vis-a-vis 
the Sikhs. The genocide of the 
Sikhs in 1984 in Delhi and else- 
where was seen by the authorities 
as "understandable in the context". 

There has been little news on 
Punjab save what the State has 
been dishing out— which is mainly 
of terrorists' killing and alterna- 
tively, getting killed. The constitu- 
tional imperative of judicial 
determination of quilt having been 
discounted into oblivion by both 
the police and the press, the 
reports on terrorists are presented 
by them without the ambiguity of 
the adjective’alleged". Punjab, 
which in 1919 housed what was 
perhaps the most poignant and 
memorable protest against the 
Rowlatt Act is today beseiged by 
a host of even more intimidatory 


legislation. And in the spirit of "any- 
thing you can do, I can do better", 
towards colonial masters of yore, 
the State of free India has 
ordained admissible in evidence 
confessions made to police offi- 
cials. The Rowlatt Act passed by 
the British government of India in 
February 1919 to consolidate the 
war-time provisions of detention 
without trial and trial without jury, 
had prompted Gandhi to call for 
non-cooperation with the govern- 
ment for the first time. It was the 
repression of this movement epi- 
tomized by the massacre of Jalli- 
anwala Bagh which had led Gandhi 
to proclaim' Swaraj as the goal of 
the people of India in Jammy 
1922. 

Black Laws 

I t is not startling that a State 
which within the first decade of 


nalDMl Independence brough 
Into baing the Preventive Deter 
tion Act, revived the DIR and he 
since not looked back with ESM, 
MISA, NSA and others-shou 
today contrive the Disturbed Area 
Act, Armed Forces Special Powt 
Act, and Terrorists and Disruptiv 
Areas Act. But with all these ac; 
and the President’s Rule in Punja 
in fuH swing that it is being fount 
necessary to formally abrogate thi 
right to life by the 59th Amend 
ment, does make one pause an< 
ppnder. The Indian State has neve 
covered itself with glory in the 
matter of human rights. According 
to an Amnesty International report, 
during the late 60s and early 70s, 
23,000 political activists were 
killed all over the country. Torture 
of political prisoners and of sus 
pects in criminal cases is routine 
During the last forty years almos 
the entire north eastern part of ou 
country has been under virtual miJ- 

Continued on page 4 




FORUM 


OPEN FORUM 


Gazette 


.ETTERS 



A Cruel Joke 

a s it is generally said, India is 
r\the largest democracy in the 
world. According to this system 
t is people’s government, run by 
he people and for the people. 
Equality of every citizen, irre- 
spective of any caste, creed or 
community is the chief criterion 
of this system. There is a general 
impression that ours is an under- 
developed country, but according 
to Mr. Nani Palkiwala, an eminent 
jurist, this is not an under- 
developed country, but it is being 
ruled by under-developed people. 
Unfortunately, for the last about 
40 years one political party has 
been in power and trying to con- 
tinue to be in the saddle by hook 

or crook, though due to its con- 
stantly following wrong polices 
by and large people are feeling 
lisgusted. During this long span 
of 40 years for a short period of 
about 3 years there was a respite 
during the Janta rule, but to the 
misfortune of the country some 
selfish lead u s sabotaged that 
party in power and even leaders 
like Mr Morarji could not help. 
In 1980 when the Congress© had 
a break-through and came into 
power, after remaining out of 
power for about three years, it had 
adopted a novel strategy for win- 
ning the elections on the basis of 
Hindu vote. Before that the Con- 
gress was a broadbased party fol- 
lowing a policy of secular 
approach and with that perspec- 
tive in view the minorities were 
allowed to have a say in the coun- 
try’s polity. The Sikh community, 
a virile minority having a major- 
ity population in Punjab, has been 
constantly facing numerous cat- 
aclysmic phases of misfortunes 
one after another during the last 
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decade. In a democracy it is a 
birth right of all citizens to get 
their grievances redressed through 
democratic means. But for the 
Sikh community there was no let 
up and this mode of ventilating 
their grievances more or less 
proved to be fatal. 

Without going into details, the 
Bluestar Operation in June, 1984 
was an unfcrgetable tragedy. 
Soon after, the Sikhs were thrown 
intc another worst type of a hol- 
ocaust in November 1984 after 
the dastardly attack on late Mrs 
Gandhi (the then P.M. of India). 

With this short background we 
have to examine how justice is 
being delivered by the administra- 
tion to the minorities. In the 
present set up Mohammadans and 
Sikhs have been the two main tar- 
gets of the ruling party, as they are 
considered to be self-respecting 
communities and they know how 
to resist the onslaughts of the 
rulers. The Sikh psyche has been, 
severely hurt and ironically no 
positive steps have been taken to 
assuage the hurt feelings of the 
Sikhs, who arc being subjected to 
humiliation and torture on every 
front. In Punjab the revelations of 
Civil liberties organizations have 
proved that there is a police raj 
.and officers like Gobind Ram, 
Superintendent in Gurdaspur Dis- 
trict arc being tolerated inspite of 
unbearable hue and cry made by 
the people of that’ area. 

While addressing a deputation 
of Youth Congress (I) from 
Punjab on 25lh April the P.M. had 
remarked that false allegations 
were levelled against senior Con- 
gress leaders that they had orga- 
nized anti-Sikh riots of Nov, 84 
in Delhi. He had further stated 
that those senior persons, special 
mention being made of Mr. 
Bhagat, were busy in arranging 
the funeral of their deceased 
leader Mrs Gandhi at his resi- 
dence and as such how could they 
organize riots. This statement of 

‘Alibi’ has been made for the first 
time after remaining quiet for 
such a long period of about five 
years. Is it not a cruel joke? The 


figures of convictions have been 
refuted by the- PUCL/PUDR in 
their statement. It appears that the 
P.M. was not properly and accur- 
ately briefed, and the statistics 
supplied to him was highly exag- 
gerated. It is also not correct to 
say that the survivers of the vic- 
tims including widows were fully 
settled. So far as I can recollect 
a few affidavits were filed before 
the teams of Citizen’s Justice 
Committee deposing that secret 
meetings on 31st of Oct, 84 at 
midnight were held by senior 
Congress(l) leaders to teach les- 
sons to the Sikhs in resettlement 
colonies. 

The facts about the riots were 
thoroughly investigated by vari- 
ous teams under the able guidance 
of Citizens Commission consist- 
ing of personalities like Govind 
Narain, Tayabji, and T.C.A. 
Srinivasvardhan-all retired I.C.S. 
people, who had been also hold- 
ing very high positions not less 
than Governors. Besides these, 
eminent jurists like S.M. Sikri, 
(Ex-Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court and Shri V.M. Tarkunde, 
Ex -Judge of Bombay High Court 
were also in those committees. 
Were their reports not sufficient 
to establish the prima facie to reg- 
ister and start cases against such 
"Senior persons" mentioned 
bv the P.M. in his above said 
address. It was also slated that 
follow-up action was taken. This 
was also beyond truth, in as much 
as, even the ad-interim injunction 
granted by the Delhi High Court 
on the petition of one Mr. Gupta, 
whose name was mentioned along 
with Sajjan Kumar and others by 
the Jain Bancrjce Committee in 
pursuance of the Misra Commis- 
sion report, has not been 
vacated and it is hanging fire for 
the last 1-1/2 years, though nor- 
mally it should not take more than 
a month or so to decide such type 
of matters. Can anybody chal- 
lenge that justice is being openly 
denied to the Sikhs of Delhi and 
oilier places like Kanpur and 
Bokaro? 


Sound And Fury 


He has become a symbol of defeat.. .having to resort to midnight 
changes of chief ministers as if his command could not face the light 
of day. 

- V.P. Singh on Rajiv Gandhi. 

The Congress(l) is my mother. Mr. Rajiv Gandhi is my leader. I am ready 
to do what he wants from me 

- Bhagwat Jha Azad. 

The happenings in Bihar remind one of the last days of the Mughal 
empire 

- Ajit Singh. 

i don’t know in what way Mr Gandhi uses me, but I know how to be used 

- Former Bihar Governor, Govind Narain Singh. 

Our present alliances are for the purpose of a mass political campaign. 
You must remember we are basically not an election-oriented p’arty- 

- CPI(M) general secretary, E.M.S. Namdoodiripad 

Like a jilted lover wondering why his lady love preferred some others 
to himself, Mr (K.N.) Singh, who was himself in the Communist Party 
once, asks how the CPI(M) should consider the (National) Front pref- 
erable to his own party. ..his wail is the best evidence we have that the 
NCC (national campaign committee) was a front manoeuvred by the 
1 Congress(l) to divide the Opposition 

- BJP secretaries J.P. Mathur and V.K. Malhotra. 

Jayen to jayen kahan? (If I went, where would I go?) 

- Atal Behari Vajpayee, on the possibility of his parting company with 
the BJP, in The Sunday Observer. 

A man’s reputation is not a plaything. Dr Swamy does not know what 
credibility is and how it is earned because he has never earned it in 
his life 

- Ramakrishna Hegde. 

There is no employer employee relationship in a political front 

- K.P. Unnikrishnan 

f* ■ 

We forgive your countrymen for having trounced us in cricket-Which is, 
perhaps, your right-but, more shamefully still, even in hockey-to win 
which we thought was our prerogative 

- Rajiv Gandhi to visiting Australian Prime Minister Bob Hawke. 

Only animals continue with endless enmity. Development is what mat- 
ters now, politics is secondary 

- GNLF leader Subhas Ghising, on his burying the hatchet with the 
CPI(M) 

I give no advice because no one listens to my advice 
1 - Chandra Shekhar. 


New Delhi 


It is difficult to find anyone to act oppositeto me 
.. N.T. Rama Rao, on his search for a heroine for Vishwamitra. 

I do not admire any great writers...! have now reached the stage when 
any rubbish I wfite gets printed 

- Khushwant Singh, at the inauguration of National Book Week 

English writing by Indian authors cannot find a proper place in English 
(literature) because their language is a bit archaic 
G.S. Ghadha | - Sir Stephen Spender 
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The Karnataka Fiasco 


Missed Opportunities 


E lectoral gains, rather 
national interests, domi- 
natad the talks the cabrt 
net sub-committee had 
with various political parties in 
Chandigarh on April 12, to find a 
political solution of the Punjab 
problem. As was expected, the 
sub-committee went back without 
finding a solution. All that it gained 
was to have the age-old views of 
the political parties it met and even 
they had no new point or formula 
to offer. The sub-committee was, 
however, not disappointed. It said 
while departing that "it was an 
ongoing process and sincere 
efforts to solve the Punjab problem 
will never cease." In other words, 
the talks will be resumed. When? 
No one knows. 

It will be too sweeping a state- 
ment to say that the talks were an 
exercise in futility as some media 
experts and political leaders put it. 
Whatever were the motives of the 
Prime Minister in sending the 
high-powered sub-committee, 
even though belatedly, it cannot 
be brushed aside as a non-event 
and infructuous. In any case, the 
sub-committee has felt the extent 
of anger and distrust among the 
Akalis, even of the Barnala hue, of 
the sincerity of the Centre in solv- 
ing the problem. As the sub- 
committee rightly put it, the Akalis, 
who claim to represent the Sikhs 
of Punjab, lost an opportunity to 
place their point of view before it. 
They could have apprised the 
sub-committee of the realities on 
the ground in Punjab during the 
President’s rule, particularly about 
the alleged excesses of the police 
on innocent Sikhs and killing of 
innocent Sikhs in fake police 
encounters. The sub-committee, 
while briefing five local editors 
after the end of the talks, admitted 
indirectly that police atrocities 
were being committed, though the 
reports were "highly exaggerated." 

It indicated that the security struc- 
ture in the State was being restruc- 
tured to minimise the chances of 
harassment of innocent persons. 
Here the Akalis lost an opportun- 
ity of placing facts and figures to 
prove that the reports were not 
exaggerated. 

Opposite Views 

I n this regard, the Punjab BJP’s 
attitude was better, though it was 
equally angry with the Prime 
Minister. It sent a delegation but it 
did not participate in the talks. 
Instead, it presented a memoran- 
dum to register its protest against 
the Prime Minister’s dubbing of the 
entire Opposition as "anti- 
national." The anger against the 
Centre was not confined to the 
Akalis and the BJP. The Janata 
Dais of the Punjab and Haryana 
too boycotted the talks. 

Leaving aside the parties which 
boycotted the talks, one is temp- 
ted to ask what was the result of 
talks with the parties which did not 


W ho is more to blame for the Karnataka fiasco? The 
Central government or the Janata Dal? Our 
answer is that while the Karnataka government 
would not have been dismissed but for the patently dis- 
honest intentions of the centre, the plain fact is that the Janata Dal, 
through its infighting and worse, brought about a situation in which 
the Centre felt tempted to intervene and indeed did. 

7o blame only the Centre would amount to absolving the Janata 
D il. We do not intend to do that. While there are so many things that 
can be said against the Janata Dal, of this there is no doubt that as 
far as the Hindi-speaking belt is concerned, it presents a formidable 
challenge to the ruling party. The BJP too is a presence in the Hindi- 
speaking belt and some kind of an arrangement would have to be 
worked out with the BJP if the Janata Dal is to give a real fight to 
the ruling party. But die Principal job of giving a fight has, though 
a combination of circumstances, devolved upon the Janta Dal and it 
failed to prepare itself for the job. 

What the Karnataka fiasco has done is to take away the shine from 
the Janata Dal. Till a few weeks ago this party boasted of heading 
at least one state government. Now diat privilege too has been taken 
away from it. That has happened because of its own misdeeds. Which 
particular individuals are responsible for it is a matter of detail. The 
fact remins dial while some might be more responsible than others, 
none of them can be absolved from blame. 

The leadership of the Janata Dal is particularly to balme. It had quite 
some nodee of what was impending. According to the ex-Chief Minis- 
ter, he had even informed what is called the High Command. But it 
failed to take timely steps. This is lack of assertion. 

Already some people have alledged that VP Singh does not react 
as swiftly and as decisively as he should. Without having more def- 
inite information, it is not possible to agree or disagree. But as far 
as this particular development in Karnataka is concerned, the public 
evidence for lack of assertion is overwhelming. Somebody owes an 
explanadon therefore. 

To say anything lore with regard to the role of the Centre would 
labour the obvious. Even if 19 people had withdrawn their sup- 
jfirt from the party in power, as per the law of the land, they would 
have had to go out of office had they stuck to their stand. The Anti- 
Defection Act docs not permit less than one fifth of the total mem- 
bership to defy the party whip. In terms of this Act , the decision is vested 
with the Speaker. What the Governor has done is to pre-empt his role 
and take a step which cannot be defended. With its majority in Par- 
liament, the ruling party can get away with anything; the 59th amend- 
ment, for instance . But that is not enough reason to accept the pro- ’ 
position that no violation of the law has taken place. It, most certainly, 
has and it needs to be acknowledged, as such. 

As far as Karnataka is concerned, it would almost be a miracle if 
the Janata Dal returns to power. That miracle can take place only if 
the general election takes place first and the Congress party loses in 
it, not otherwise. For this reason, as also for other reasons, the Con- 
; gress party would see to it that the poll in Karnataka is conducted 
simultaneously with the general election. In that situation even this 
can happen though the Congress party loses at the Centre but wins 
in Karnataka. The Janata Dal has disgraced itself and as far as one 
can judge there is little likelihood of it being able to recover the ground. 

All these things require to be done but are not being done. This 
is an indication of the fact that the Janata Dal is so smitten with what 
is called its own death with that it cannot even protest against what 
is being done to it or, more precisely, what it is doing to itself. 

The sentiment against the Congress Party is so strong and wide- 
spread that what is needed is to crystalise it into a challenge through 
a well-organised opposition front. That is precisely what the country 
is unable to throw up. If the Congress party can look forward to any- 
thing lijce a possible return to power, it would be only because others 
vhose job it was to challenge the Congress party failed to come 
ogether and present a united front 


K.S. Khosla 

boycott the talks. Nothing much, 
except that they reiterated their old 
view points based on purely regi- 
onal interests. In this regard, one 
can excuse the Akali Dal as it is 
a regional party but what about the 
Congress(l) and the BJP which 
claim to be national parties. The 
Punjab, Haryana and Chandigarh 
units of the Congress(l) met the 
sub-committee separately and 
placed their opposing views. One 
example will suffice. The Punjab 
unit vigorously supported the 
demand for inclusion of Chandi- 
garh in Punjab, the Haryana unit 
vehemently opposed it and the 
Chandigarh unit strongly 
demanded its retention as Union 
Territory. Similarly, the Punjab and 
Haryana units placed opposing 
views on sharing of river waters. 
How can a solution of the problem 
be found when the Congress(l) 
itself, which is ruling at the Centre, 
is not able to formulate a common 
stand on the problem. The regio- 
nal interests of the State units are 
more important than the national 
interest. Even when the Congress 


There is no 
abatement in the 
terror created by 
the terrorists, 
particularly in the 
three border 
districts of 
Amritsar, 
Gurdaspur and 
Ferozepur. 

The authorities are 
right in saying that 
the terrorist^ 
lost the sympathy 
of the people but 
has the police won 
the sympathy of the 
people? 


(I) ruled in both Punjab and Har- 
yana, the Centre could not 
hammer out a common approach 
as the interests of Haryana, Raj- 
asthan and Chandigarh Union Ter- 
ritory could not be "ignored." 

Different Standards 

T his double or triple standard is 
not confined to the Con- 
gress(l) alone. The BJP and the 
Janata are also in the same pre- 
dicament. The views of the Har- 
yana BJP, a strong ally of Mr. Devi 
Lai's Lok Dal, now Janata Dal, are 
entirely opposed to those of the 
Punjab unit. The same is the case 
with the Janata, though the Janata 
Dal has not much of a presence 
in Punjab. Much importance 
should not be given to Akali Dal 


(Pheruman) and Akali Dal (Tara 
Singh) as they have little support 
■in Punjab. The only parties which 
were able to place a common 
approach were the CPI and CPM 
but that was because both these 
parties have a small base in Har- 
yana. So under these circumstan- 
ces there was nothing much that 
could have been achieved by the 
sub-committee unless it had some 
new brief from the Prime Minister 
which it did not have. 

It is, however, worth studying 
the achievement of the sub- 
committee in terms of its own brief- 
ing. It felt that "everyone was of the 
view that Rajiv-Longowal accord 
should form the basis of any future 
settlement." Now everyone knows 
the rigid stands of the Punjab and 
Haryana on the territorial and river 
water issues and that they can 
never be reconciled. Much water 
has flown down the Sutlej since 
the signing of the accord in 1985. 
The Akali ministry was dismissed 
in May 1 987 on the ground that the 
Akalis were supporting terrorists 
and corruption. But both terrorism 
and corruption increased tremen- 
dously during the President’s rule, 
though the administration now 
claims improvement during the 
first three months of 1989. There 
is no doubt that the number of kil- 
lings by terrorists have come down 
but statistics do not give the cor- 
rect picture. There is no abatement 
in the terror created by the terror- 
ists, particularly in the three border 
districts of Amritsar, Gurdaspur 
and Ferozepur. It is the psycholog- 
ical factor which counts more as 
even Sikh families have also 
started migrating from rural areas. 
The authorities are right in saying 
that the terrorists have lost the 
sympathy of the people but has 
the police won the sympathy of the 
people? 

The Accord 

T he Rajiv-Longowal accord has 
been ’dead’ for long and ever 
if it is revived, it will have to br 
enlarged to include the nev 
demands of the Akali Dal, such ar 
declaration of general amnest; 
repeal of all "black laws", reii 
Statement of Army deserters, er 
1 to fake encounters and punisl 
ment to the guilty of Novembi 
riots in Delhi and other places, 
any case, there cannot be any pa 
ticipation without the release of M 
G.S. Tohra and Mr. Parkash Sing 
Badal and these two leaders hav 
; already indicated that thes< 
- demands must be accepted first t< 
i create a congenial atmosphere fc 
talks. Three years and eigl 
months have passed since tfv 
Punjab accord was signed and th« 
accord has not been implement® 
so far. What chance is there of th< 
other Akali demands being mt 
particularly when the governmer 
wants to break the back of terro 
ists first and then engage in 
il meaningful dialogue. 
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to arbitrary use of Art 356 of the 
constitution resulting in the estab- 
lishment of presidential rule in 
non-congress states. This is not a 
novel feature. Way back in 1959, 
the then Deputy Chairman of 
Planning Commission late Dr. 
D.R. Gadgil remarked, "The 
present mood is to talk about vil- 
lage democracy but deny real 
powers to states". Under such 
conditions is it possible to revive 
PRIs and establish an effective 
grass root democracy. Even V 
government introduces certain 
amendment we cannot ignore the 
existing dynamics of the socio- 
economic structure in rural India. 

There is the extremely unequal 
distribution of material assets, the 
important asset being land in rural 
areas. More than 70% of the land 
is being held by 20% of the people. 
The persisting inequality in the 
ownership and distribution of land 
has been noted in two Mid-term 
Appraisal of the Seventh Five Year 
Plan by Planning Commission 
itself. Under such economic con- 
ditions constitutional amendments 
resulting in structural changes in 
the political system will shift power 
from Union or State elite to rich 
rural elite. Panchayats, therefore, 
would be dominated by affluent 
class in rural areas. Various gov- 
ernment committees at national 
level including those chaired by 
Ashok Mehta, M.L. Dantwala, and 
G.V.K. Rao have pointed to the 
pro-rich bias of Panchayat author- 
ities. They have cautioned against 
giving those bodies too much 
power to implement pro-poor 
measures. 

With the exception of West 
Bengal, Kerala and Tripura no ser- 
ious effort has been made in this 
direction by most of the states. In 
West Bengal, Kerala and Tripura 
the households owning more than 
10 acres of land constitute only 
less than 20% and only 16% in 
20% arable land is under their 
possession. While in other states 
they constitute approximately 20% 
of the household but the land 
under their possession is 50%. 
Panchayats in these states are 
under the grip of economically 
dominant class having oligarchic 
and feudal features. 

In several villages, specially in 
remote and backward villages, the 
exploitative grip of a small number 
of big land lord-cum-money 
lender-cum-contractors over the 
majority of population remains 
very strong. These dominant sec- 
tions play a very vital role in PRIs, 
elections. They adopt all kind of 
methods for getting their men elec- 
ted as Pradhans to Panchayati Raj 
bodies. Consequently their inter- 
ests are protected and promoted 
by the PRIs. If one or two Prad- 
hans of weaker section do 
manage to get themselves elec- 
ted, they cannot protect their inter- 
ests through PRIs. because of the 


pressure exerted on them from dif- 
ferent quarters. During the elec- 
tions, the candidates of weake’ 
section are terrorised by dominan 
group. Many a times they are 
forced to withdraw from elections 
or are kidnapped during elections 
and at times even .killed. For 
example, in the recent Panchayat 
elections in Patha region of Bonda 
diitrict (U.P.) the candidates who 
belonged to kol tribals and other 
weaker sections were terrorised 
by dominant group. In Kata Kan- 
daila village, a harijan was forced 
to withdraw at gun point. Similarly 
a kol candidate of Bhaira village 
was whisked away in jeep just 
when he was going to file his elec- 
tions papers. Thus violence has 
become a very important part of 
the electoral process of Panchayat 
system especially in Bihar and 
U.P. In Chinari Block in the district 
of Rohtes, for instance, of the 
eighteen village Panchayats only 
in the case of two can it be said 
with some definiteness that vio- 
lence djd not occur during the 
1978 elections. While in 2/3 of 
Panchayats brute force in various 
forms was used to capture the 
posts of Panchayat chiefs. Thus 
dominant families and their 
henchmen dominate PRIs. Can 
we really expect them to honestly 
formulate and sincerely implement 
plans for the uplift of rural poor? 

Thirdly, in certain' parts of the 
country criminals have acquired 
important clout in socio-economic 
set up. Who can deny the influ- 
ence of dacoits of bundelkhand 
and Chambal and mafia dens of 
Dhanbod and Gorekhpur? Their 
influence tends to be very power- 
ful because of small constituencies 
of Panchayat elections. Not only 
can they influence the election of 
candidates, they can also get 
themselves elected to the posts of 
pradhans, block Pramukhs and 
other important offices. 

The influence of armed gang- 
sters can be eaily seen in several 
constituencies. While'the bigger 
criminals have been elected block 
Pramukhs, their henchmen have 
been elected village Pradhans. 
How can we entrust them with 
development funds and responsi- 
bilities? How can we expect Block 
Development Officer to work for a 
development programme with an 
ex-criminal or a dacoit? With notor- 
ious ex-decoit $itting-in-charg6, 
there is hardly any scope for peo- 
ple’s involvement in develop- 
mental programmes. 

Fortunately, there is a problem 
posed by family and faction feuds 
in many villages. The village fac- 
tion leaders are obviously not from 
the poorer section but the mem- 
bers of wealthy families. r hey 
carry their family vendatta *o PRI 
affairs, not oniy because it gives 
them additional power but also 
because it adds to their prestige. 
In order to show their power and 


vindicate false prestige, these rural 
tyrants do not hesitate to go to any 
lengths to win elections. Personal 
influence, pressure, terrorism, 
bribery of both officials as well as 
voters, caste loyalities, false pro- 
mises, etc. are used for winning 
the election and acquiring power. 

Lastly, the problem posed by 
caste, the age old source of rural 
disunity, has a grave impact on the 
working of PRIs not only in the 
more feudal backward and imp- 
overished areas of country side 
such as Bihar but even more in 
modern and capitalistic developed 
regions like Gujarat, Punjab, 
Maharashtra, etc. To take the case 
of Bihar, caste system enables the 
present economically dominant 
classes to consolidate their social 
and political position over caste 
brethern. This is reciprocated by 
the lower caste people in organis- 
ing on caste lines to fight against 
upper caste land owners. The 
caste organisation and caste con- 
ciousness has been used by elites 
for social and political support to 
protect economic gains they have 
monopolised. These caste links 
become more useful when landed 
gentry, elected representatives, 
bureaucracy and police have cor- 
rect caste alignments. This helps 
landed gentry to use the district 
machinery (officials as well as 
non-officials) for exploiting the 
lower castes i.e. Harijans, small 
and marginal farmers and landless 
agricultural labourers. They are 
the new of poor means. 


State Terrorism 


Continued from page 1 

itary occupation. The atrocities 
prepetrated by our security forces 
on the innocent Moslem citizens in 
the villages of Jammu and Kash- 
mir in the 60's during the de- 
population programme is yet to be 
told. In Punjab’s case, however, 
even the pretenses as to legality 
have been dropped. Wit'h manip- 
ulation of information and pejora- 
tive propaganda the Sikhs have 
been isolated from the rest of the 
Indian people and the polarization 

is near complete. Given the situ- 
ation, some of us feit impelled to 
attempt to know the truth about 
Punjab. Ram Narayan Kumar, a 
free lance journalist, toured Punjab 
in March 1988. He also came 
across instances which showed a 
complete break-down of the rule of 
law. He came across the Tiwana 
Commission Report — the report of 
a commission of inquiry set up 
under the Act and conducted by 
Justice C.S. Tiwana, retired Judge 
of the Punjab and Haryana High 
Court. The report tells the harrow- 
ing tale of happenings inside the 
Lada Khoti, a former pleasure 
resort of the Maharaja of Patiala 
which was turned into a veritable 
torture chamber after the Opera- 
tion Blue Star. In a fervent attempt 
to measure up to the concentration 
camps set up by more eminent 
dictators of yore batches cf per- 
sons, whose original detention 


found by Justice Tiwana to have 
been illegal in most cases, were 
set randomly to Lada Kothi to be 
tortured. The recommendations of 
the Commission for action against 
the police officers identified by 
name and deed have not been 
implemented. The Commission’s 
report tabled on the floor of the 
Punjab Assembly has been effec- 
tively hushed up. 

Ram Narayan Kumar came 
across case of a child of 1 5 picked 
up and exterminated in police 
lock-up with the explanation of 
'encounter death’ given to the par- 
ents subsequently. And cases of 
women taken into custody, tor- 
tured and released only to be left 
to die. Most interestingly of all he 
came across the redoubtable CIA 
(Central Investigation Agency), the 
modus operandi of which is to 
move around in unnumbered 
vehicles containing sometimes 
uniformed, sometimes ununi- 
formed, scruffy and ruffian looking 
characters, picking up and taking 
into custody anyone at fancy and 
torturing, killing or maiming thorn 
The case of Iqbal Singh a forme 
denizen of the Lada Kothi torture 
centre referred above was one 
such. The covetous eyes of the 
CIA fell upon Iqbal Singh one 
morning and he was whisked 
away to the CIA staff headquarters, 

Continued on page 12 


FORUM 


Gazette 


A NATIONAL FORTNIGHTLY FOCUSSING ON 


Minority Rights • Civil Liberties • Equality for Women 
• Democratic Values • Environmental Protection 

PLUS: 

Cinema • Sport • Books • People • Short Stories 


SUBSCRIPTION FORM 


The Manager SUBSCRIPTION NO 

The Forum Gazette 

3, Masjid Road, Jangpura, 

NEW DELHI-110014 

Dear Sir, 

I enclose a M.O. Receipt/cheque/bank draft No dated 

for Rs drawn on being 

subscription to The Forum Gazette for life membership/five years/three years/one year. 


NAME 

(BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE) 

ADDRESS 

(BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE) 


Subscription Rates: Life Donor Rs. 1000.00 /Three years Rs. 125.00 /Five Years Rs. 200.00 / 
One Year Rs. 50.00 


Signature 

Note: Subscribers from outside DELHI should send the subscription by means of a Bank Draft/Cheque in favour 
of THE FORUM GAZETTE, and crossed "A/C payee Only". 


1-31 May 1989 




FORUM 

Gazette 


I t must by now be blindingly 
apparent to all that the recent 
death verdict ("fatwa") against 
Salman Rushdie, author of 
''The Satanic Verses", has less to 
do with defence of religion and 
more with an ageing Imam’s bril- 
liant last-ditch effort to inject new 
life into his country’s stumbling 
"revolution” in order to wipe out the 
nasty taste of bitterness and failure 
after the Gulf War. It is also 


another ingenious tactic in Kho- 
meini's unending struggle against 
the Jeddah royals to shift Islam’s 
religious centre from Saudi Arabia 
to Iran. Lastly, and may be most 
importantly, it is part of Teheran’s 
attempt to export its brand of Islam 
to the world and unite the entire 
Isla lie community under the Iran- 
ian banner. And, strangely 
enough, the Imam's tactics 
worked. In Iran, the "mullahs" 
(priests) lashed themseives and 
the faithful into a fine frenzy bring- 
ing about a renewal of religious 




extremism reminiscent of the first 
days of the "revolution". In the 
Islamic community, the Saudis 
have lost both ground and prestige 
in the wake of the controversy. 
And in the world, with astonish- 

S ly large numbers of radical 
slims (both Shia and Sunni, 
from India, Pakistan, southeast 
Asia and even America and 
Europe) coming out in favour of 
the death-threat, Teheran has 
achieved a kind of weird and rabid 
leadership. The Iranian success 
has come as a shattering blow to 
all rational human beings (what- 
ever their faith or nationality) who 
had believed mistakenly that Iran 
was isolated in its fundamentalist 
madness, never dreaming that the 
cancer had spread its insidious 
tentacles in every direction. 

It was as if Islam had suddenly 
regressed into the £ venth cen- 
tury, irreparably damaged and 
tained by the atrophied minds of 
judgemental Imams and theirtoo- 
Ijteral interpretation of Islamic 
f^®7prudence. But that could 
hardly be true. After all, Islam is 
stronger than you and me and a 
hundred Ayatollahs who arrogate 
to themselves divine authority and 
who imagine they are the voice of 
Allah on earth. Had Christianity not 
survived the savegery of the Inqui- 
sition, lecherous and intriguing 
medieval popes and the scanda- 
lous blanking out of scientific 
enquiry in less enlightened times; 
also the open or implied blasphe- 
mies of a mere "Jesus Christ 
Superstar" and a "Last Temptation 
of Christ" in modern times? Well, 
then, so could Islam with its inner 
strength survive the irreverence of 
one Rushdie or a thousand Rush- 
dies. 

Having established that, we 
have to recognise that Rushdie is 
as entitled to his opinion and his 
non-belief (call it dissent, disre- 
spect, ridicule, sacrilege, blas- 
phemy, apostasy or whatever) as 
the devout and pious Muslims are 
to their belief. 

To keep on insisting therefore 
that a mere book can hurt the feel- 
ings of a religious community is 
only to denigrate a great religion 


Freedom Of 
Expression As 
Defined By 
The Rushdie 
Phenomenon 

By Ludwina A. Joseph- 


(that has survived worse blows 
over the centuries including per- 
secution and the Crusades) and to 
pretend that the book is more 
important that it actually is. The 
Ayatollah’s wrath has done a great 
disservice to Islam, almost brought 
it into disrepute. But let us not 
allow it to happen or tar all Mus- 
lims with the same brush. Let his- 
tory and time sit in judgement of 
Rushdie and his book, not us mere 
mortals. Let us instead hide our 
heads in shame that, on the brink 
of the twenty-first century, there 
should still exist in our imperfect 
world so much intolerance, so 
much bigotry and so much denial 
of that most basic of human rights: 
freedom of expression. 

The entire uproar over "The 
Satanic Verses" and the British 
Government’s vacillating stand — 
first an exhibition of bravado and 
then a cowing down - defines as 
nothing else what freedom of 
expression and censorship of or 
curtailment of that free expression 
can mean to different peoples. 

Here in India we gave up the 
ghost without even the travesty of 
putting up a fight. The govenrment 
was in such a hurry to pander to 
the obscurantists and thus secure 
the Muslim vote, what with elec- 
tions coming up, that they banned 
the book in unseemly haste with- 
out so much as a debate on the 
issue. And yet we pretend to have 
a democracy and to cherish free- 
dom of speech. 

But how many, supposedly 
more enlightened opposition lead- 
ers, dared to raise their voices in 
protest? It looked as if fanatics and 
fundamentalists were going to 
decide what the rest of the eight 
hundred million people of India (of 
whom nearly seventy percent are 
illiterate or half-literate) should or 
should not read. 

Although most of the Indian 
press - i.e., the English language 
press - commendably took up 
cudgels against the ban, there - 


were a few notable exceptions. 
Editors, who should have known 
better, actually had the gall to 
applaud the government’s deci- 
sion. They were among those who 
strongly opposed the press cen- 
sorship bill that the government 
tried to introduce last year but 
decided to extend support on the 
occasion of the ban. Why? 
Because they in their superior 
wisdom felt that different stan- 
dards applied to different people. 
Freedom of expression was okay 
for the press but not for the ignor- 
ant masses 


The large body of 
Indian Muslims is 
perfectly law- 
abiding. But it 
looks as if the 
government is only 
interested in 
currying favour 
with the dregs and 
zealots who 
unfortunately 
emerge as leaders, 
thus giving the 
entire community a 
bad name. 


As far as the Hindi and Urdu 
press and the press in other lan- 
guages were concenred, they 
were to some extent divided on 
religious lines. The Muslim-owned 
papers supported the ban. Some 
Hindu-owned papers also did, par- 
ticularly those in predominantly 
Muslim areas. So, on the whole, 
it was India's English-language 
press, almost alone, defending 
freedom of expression for a tiny, 
sometimes uncaring, elite. How- 
ever, this brave press, mainly 
leftist-oriented and sometimes 
Soviet-inspired, had the rug 
yanked out rudely from under its 



feet when Moscow came out testing about tfie Imam’s barbaric 
astoundingly against the book. To reaction. 

quote Shakespeare "it was the But quite the most cynical fall- 
unkindest cut of all"! out of the government’s policy is 

And what happened after the that the offending book is repor- 
Indian government’s ban was in tedly available at a steep premium 
place for several months? Did the in Delhi’s thriving blackmarkets 
issue die down? Was the govern- (and probably also in other Indian 
ment justified? Not at all. Exactly cities) being hawked by Muslim 
what they thought they could pre- (such as irony!) "kabariwalas" (rag 
vent by the ban occurred in and paper merchants) for as much 
Bombay: demonstrations, riots, as four thousand rupees! 
police brutality, deaths. As usually So much for how we value free- 
happens on the subcontinent, dom of expression in India. Let us 
unscrupulous politicians, rabbie- now examine how the furore has 
rousing religious leaders and affected other countries and how 
underworld dons — all jockeying for even the so-called free world has 
position and power — jumped into not stood as a bulwork against the 
the fray and exploited the novel’s threats and blandishments of the 
iconoclastic exploration of religious fundamentalists, 
themes as a means of inciting the In Britain — the bastion of 
faithful to fight all profanem and democracy and free speech — the 
evil writers. What did Thatcher government has not 

mongers achieve?, Quite a lot, dis- covered itself with glory either, 
counting the deaths, but then life After being lambasted by editori- 
is cheap in India. They had als in the Times and dithering until 
attained notoriety as dubious its more courageous EEC partners 
defenders of the faith. They had decided to take action - what do 
their names and pictures in the they say about sheep mentality 
press. They had revived their and seeing how far the others go 
waning political strength. before you decide to jump in after 

them— Whitehall decided to show 
The large body of Indian Mus- Iran that it was made of sterner 
lims is perfectly law-abiding. But it stuff. But when it looked like Tehe- 
looks as if the government is only ran was calling its bluff and was 
interested in currying favour with actually breaking off relations, 
the dregs and zealots who unfor- London tried to backtrack. All that 
tunately emerge as leaders, thus earlier heady bombast about 
giving the entire community a bad guarding freedom of expression 
name. It is the same zealots who went out of the window. They 
imagine that they have carte decided to be more placatory, 
blanche to do what they want in Rushdie was after all an immigrant 
the name of religion, whether it is (indian-born) albeit a citizen, 
burning buses, looting shops, Moreover, he’d had the infernal 
taking on the police force or what- cheek (in the same book) to poke 
ever else. However, we do have f U n at the British government. He 
some highly erudite Islamic scho- did not even spare Mrs. Thatch- 
lars (pillars of their faith and their er’s august person. Sir Geoffrey 
community — both Sunni and Shia) Howe tried to wash his hands and 
actually supporting Khomeini’s his fellow-countrymen’s off the 
death-call and that is rather a dif- novel. He maintained that the Brit- 
ficult pill to swallow. And, so as not ish public had nothing whatever to 
to enrage these zealots further, the do with the publication of the 
Indian government has (in its sec- "Satanic Verses". It was implied 
ular wisdom) refrained from pro- continued on page u 
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Mobilising 
Women For 
Equality 
Through 
Education 

By Davinder Kakkar 



H igher Education in India 
is facing a number of 
challenges today. One 
of the major challenges 
is the need for the educational 
system to counter the continuing 
socialisation process in the wider 
society towards inequality in gen- 
eral and gender inequality in par- 
ticular, and its attempts to 
legitimise the vested interests 
through reactionary movements. It 
is also faced with the need to 
counter the attempts towards 
weakening the constitutional goals 
set to build a social order based on 
the values of equality, social jus- 
tice, human dignity and scientific 
temper. 

Background of the 
Workshop 

T he above concern is shared by 
the World University Service 
(WUS) whose objective clearly is 
one of promoting links between' 
the education resources of the 
University and the needs of the 
community, particularly the poor 
and the oppressed. WUS which 
had its inception as the European 
Student Relief in '1 920 and which 
presently has a network in 60 
countries aims at achieving social 
justice and combating discrimina- 
tion. With a majority of its com- 
mittees located in underdeveloped 
countries, its priority areas of con- 
cern among others, include 
Cmmunity Development, Educa- 
tion and Training, Human Rights, 
Woman, Scholarship and Coun- 
selling and Academic Cooperation 
and Solidarity. WUS’s concerns 
have come to enbrace education 
in its widest sense, with participa- 
tion i literacy programme and sup- 
port for ‘appropriate’ education. 
The WUS commitment to "women 
equality and elimination of gender 
discrimination" has been further 
affirmed, in the Resolutions of its 
1988 International Workshop held 
at Lima (Peru) where it endorsed 
an Action Plan for Women. 

The Workshop 

T he objective of the Workshop 
was spelt out by Professor 
Susheela Kaushik, Director, 
Women’s Studies and Develop- 


ment Centre, Delhi University 
While being follow up of the WUS 
regional and international work- 
shop and thereby dedicating the 
workshop to the objectives of 
World University Service, she said 
the opportunity would be utilised ;o 
clarify some of the concepts anu 
point out their inadequacies. Con- 
cepts like illiteracy, women’s edu- 
cation, or equality need to be 
tested in the context of the cultural 
and socio-economic realities 
obtained in the field. In fact, the 
meaning, objectives, content and 
methods of education need to be 
viewed from the perspectives of 
the imperatives of social change, 
and justice and equality for 
women. She also defeired that 
Workshop which was being 
attended by senior faculties and 
students from various universities 
of India, would be participatory in 
its methods and arrive at an 
agenda of action for the educa- 
tional system, higher education, 
and the WUS Committees. 

Keynote Address 

D r. Vina Mazumdar, Director., 
Centre for Women’ Develop- 
ment Studies, New Delhi pointed 
out in her keynote address, the 
need to revi ew some of the 
notions associated with the illiter- 
ate and the educated, and 
believed that many illiterate 
women as well as young people 
have displayed great social con- 
cern. * 

However, among the educated 
themselves, there seems to be an 
increase in sexual harrassment 
and discrimination, dowry deaths 
and hardening of inequality. The 
Universities are witnessing 
increasing crimes against women; 
communal, regional and linguistic 
rivalries, as well as social evils, like 
drugs, alcoholism and female 
modelled fashion shows etc. The 
educational system is getting more 
and more alienated from the real- 
ities, the policies they generate are 
breeding corruption, and lead to 
iand alienation, particularly for the 
tribals and women. They encour- 
age values that underestimate 
manual labour and Hence 
women's labour. The impact of 
colonial rule and development on 


women's social position, economic 
role and property rights, an anal- 
ysis of the Indian census data from 
the perspective of women’s ques- 
tion, an integration of research and 
teaching with community action 
are some of the needs of the hour. 
Organisation of the 
Workshop 

T he workshop divided itself into 
five sessions and dealt with 
the five major themes pertaining to 
the university system and contri- 
bution to women’s equality. It paid 
particular attention to the various 
avenues availabelfor the WUS 
Committees to get involved in. 

Major Findings 

T he Workshop recognised the 
need for examining the chal- 
lenges before the society in terms 
of the historical process which 
resist and hamper the process 
towards an egalitarian social order 
and human rights or believed that 
women's rights are part of human 
rights and their development part 
of social development. The Uni- 
versities need to be concerned 
about the non-availaility of these 
rights to the women and children, 
and seek to play a role in counter- 
ing the forces that perpetuate such 
discriminations, through a con- 
scious policy. The workshop also 
took note of the role of the gov- 
ernment policies and priorities and 
their impact on the development of 


The universities are 
witnessing 
increasing crimes 
against women; 
communal, regional 
and linguistic 
rivalries, as well as 
social evils like 
drugs, alcoholism 
and female 
modelled fashion 
shows, etc. 


women. It expressed concern over 
the increasing alienation of land 
and property from women, of the 
violation of equality between men 
and women by employers, and the 
indifference of trade unions for 
women's concerns. 

Areas of Activities 

T he Workshop identified five 
major areas of activities for the 
educational system to pursue, 
which would fuifil these objectives, 
and improve the social relevance 
and quality of university education 


1. University and Community 
interaction. 

2. Educational Process Curricula 
redesigning and development. 

3. Support services for university 
community. 

4. Information networking. 

5. Participatory approach and 
action plan. 

1. University and Community 
Interaction: 

Research, Teaching and Exten- 
sion form the three essential com- 
ponents of education. At present 
the extension remains like a hobby 
or extra-curricular activity, 
detached and removed from reg- 
ular teaching and research, and 
are not integrated well with the 
university system. Even in agricul- 
tural colleges, extension is struc- 
tured as a separate course and 
given a lower status. Such an 
extension programme, treated as 
part of field trip, social welfare, or 
social action programme may 
make the researcher little more 
acquainted with the nature and 
problems of the community, but 
does not lead to an interaction or 
clarity of perspectives. A well inte- 
grated programme of emmunity- 
university interaction is imperative, 
since 

a. It makes education socially rel- 
evant and inspires students to 
learn. 

b. It helps curriculum development 
and upgradation of skills. 

c. It enriches classroom teaching, 
updates information and helps 
to analyse the social processes 
by sensitising teachers with 
social problem in their varied 
diversities. It thus leads to 
multi-disciplinary approaches 
and whole some knowledge. 


d. It brings universities closer to 
the community and combines 
service with education. 

e. It contributes to the develop- 
ment effort through empower- 
ment of women and other, 
weaker sections. 

f. It gives research an applied 
dimension, helps to test 
assumptions, and in the pro- 
cess unlearn the ‘dead wood’. 

g. It gives a desirable value- 
content to inherited knowledge. 

h. It promotes social justice and 
gender equality. 

There are, of course, cer 4 > 
features in the University sysi_.<i 
and its adrrlinistratio as constituted 
at present which act as impedi- 
ments, but these can and need to 
be overcome. 

Such a community interaction 
can be at various levels and the 
universities involvement should be 
of a central nature. This can be 
attempted through the following 
strategies, inter alia: 

a. It is relatively easy in profes- 
sional school and collages, 
medicine, law, social work, etc. 
here the curriculum is easily 
adaptable. 

b. In research and training pro 
grammes. 

c. In the curriculum at post- 
graduate level in all subjects. 

d. In the under-graduate level in 
selected colleges/disciplines. 

This can be achieved by involv- 
ing wide range of resources avail- 
able within the university and 
outside the university system by 
integrating them with the regular 
academic activities. In this coniexl 
the workshop identified extra- 
curricular agencies by way of 

Continued on page 10 
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Government By Deceit 


By Rajni Kothari 


T he time has come to say, 
in as blunt and categori- 
cal a way as possible, 
that enough is enough, 
and that we call a halt to this cam- 
paign of lies and duplicity on the 
one hand and claims and promi- 
ses which in their very pro- 
nouncements ring so untrue on the 
other which this Prime Minister 
and his propaganda machine are 
dishing out to us day in and day 
out. There must be some limit to 
credulity, to a people's tolerance 
of humbug. It is true that we Indi- 
ans are a believing lot and often 
take too much on trust, particularly 
when it corns from those in power. 
But even for Indians taking their 
good faith so much for granted and 
straining it beyond bounds of pro- 
priety and credibility is asking for 
tS°J s _nuch. For Indians are also a 
shrewd people and, while willing 
to give a long rope to the rulprs, 
are not unaware of what kind of 
rulers a particular set are, what 
their record and their moral worth 
has been, and what to expect of 
them; 

It has been a government that 
has been so stealthy and’devious 
when faced with one exposure 
after another, which has ridden 
roughshod over the poor and the 
disposessed in its fantasy of a 
Prime Minister on the horseback 
leaping into the 21st century, 
which hap so callousiy under- 
mined both representative and 
■federal and ground level institu- 
tions, which nearly destroyed the 
pra^ ‘through the Defamation Bill, ' 
wfV has adopted a series of 
policies-from textiles to 
harvesters-that have taken jobs 
away from the people, and which 
has exploited communal senti- 
ments to the hilt. For such a 
regime and its Prime Minister to 
suddenly appear as a paragon of 
virtue, to turn decentralist, secul- 
arist, alleviator of poverty and pro- 
vider of millions of jobs, that too to 
the poor, the women, the minori- 
ties and the tribals and to appear 
as a protector of people's rights 
and press freedom cannot but 
make us all sit up and wonder- 
how devious can dvicus be! We 
are being subjected to an incred- 
ible system of information terror 
through Doordarshan under the 
tutelage of the notorious K.K. 
Tewary. No system of 'terror’ is 
more potent thaa- information 
terror. Every fascist knows that. 
Public memory may be short. But 
I cannot forget that when the big 
attack was launched against the 
civil liberties activists in 1984-85, 
on Justice Tarkunde and many of 
us, Mr K.K. Tewary was Fn the 
forefront of that attack. And it was 
done by a vicious use of informa- 

I 
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tion channels. 

To return to the main point, this 
is a government that has openly 
pursued pro-rich policies, reversed 
the strategy of self-reliance by 
signing all kinds of deals with for- 
eign government gone back on 
earlier overtures of preventing 
ecological destruction through pro- 
jects like Narmada and Tehri dams 
(despite warnings from the Minis- 
try of environment and officially- 
appointed committee), adopted 
technologies that have marginal- 
ised women from the workforce 
and in pursuit of the ideology of 
privatisation, hijacked vast tracts of 
rural hinterland and people's 
commons and handed them over 
to unscrupulous contractors. In so 
much of this the damage has 
already been done and talk of 
restoring to the poor their rightful 
place in the scheme of things 
cannot but sound hollow. It is gov- 
ernment that has postponed local 
elections in so many places 
(above all in the Capital itself), has 
dismissed opposition-run state 
governments in the most callous 
manner and by adopting wholly 
unconstitutional methods, and has 
at the same time resorted to an 
amazing pack of lies for mounting 
a major campaign of character 
assassination of key opposition 
leaders who had posed a threat to 
the Prime Minister and enjoyed 
considerable public standing. 

For it to now ask for co- 
operation from the opposition par- 
ties in some grand design of 
decentralisation of power to the 
people (and then make it appear 
that it is the opposition-run states 
that are standing in the way of 
such a design), for it to treat 
Punjab to a feast through handing 
power over to elected panchayats 
without any need of restoring an 
elected government at the state 
level, or for the Prime Minister to 
rush to Bangalore aftep summarily 
dismissing the Karnataka Gov- 
ernment and extol the virtues of 
decentralisation in a State that had 
gone to the farthest in implement- 
ing the threetier model of pan- 
chayati raj, including large-scale 
reservations for women and the 
depressed classes- it ail sound so 
cynical so downright dishonst, so 
utterly devoid of any sense of pro- 
portion, not to speak of propriety. 
At yet another conference, this 
time on panchayats and women, 
a promise was held out that 30 
percent of all seats will be 
reserved for women. The question 
arises: What prevented you from 
even allowing 1 0 per cent of posi- 
tions for women in the recently- 
held panchayat elections in the 
Congress-run States like Uttar 
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Madhya 
Pradesh? Isn’t it all part of an 
ingenious mockery that is being 
perperated on us all? 


Jawahar Rozgar 

T hen there is all this hoo-haa 
about generating massive 
employment through the Jawahar 
rozgar Yojna, yet another gimmick 
of Mr Rajiv Gandhi’s government 
which is celebrating Nehru's Cen- 
tenary in all kinds of ways. Instead 
of expanding the Employment 
Guarantee Scheme, well tried out 
in Maharashtra and in part in Kar- 
nataka, which among other things, 
enabled the rural labour force to 
fight for minimum wages against 
their landlords, what is being pro- 
posed and being played up so 
much on television is going to be 
something quite phoney and 
highly manipulative. This year’s 
budget provides Rs 500 crore for- 
the scheme. Then there are all the 
allocations for various 'integrated' 
schemes which are all now further 
integrated in this Jawahar thing. It 
has been yet another high-pitch 
exercise in public relations with 
littie additional 'rozgar’. Except, of 
course this. The budget also pro- 
vides Rs 150 crore for "election 
9XpQn$9s H . This c^n’t b9 ©ncucjh 


Facts may 
indeed be stranger 
than fiction. But 
when a nation is 
made to live on 
fiction alone, what 
happens to a 
people's memory, 
its sense of reality, 
its very identity 
and self-hood? 


even if the bulk of it were made 
available to the ruling party. Hence 
the significance of the announce- 
ment of an enhanced budget tor 
this Jawahar business (to the tune 
of Rs. 2,100 crore) all of which is 
to be handed over directly by the 
Centre to village panchayats, the 
latest political brain-child of the 
Prime Minister. The fact is pan- 
chayats are no more than a 
facade. In large parts of India they 
don't exist. Where they do there is 
no machinery for allocation for 
economically meaningful employ- 
ment. The only machinery that 
exists' is that of leakage to 
favoured mukhiyas, contractors 
and racketeers already on the 
scene, and above all to polling 
agents appointed by the Congress 
for purchasing a whole lot of bogus 
voters. 

Poor Jawaharlal! What games 
are being played in his name. First 
the celebration of 40 years of 
Independence was dovetailed into 
his Centenary, making the coun- 
try pay its homage not just to him 
but to the dynasty. And now, by 


such an overkill thrugh the Rozgar 
Yojna, he is successfully being 
made an object of ridicule. As was 
mother Indira by naming all 
manner of events and institutions 
after her. And now the gory drama 
of her assassination following the 
Thakkar Commission farce. Facts 
may indeed be stranger than fic- 
tion. But when a nation is made to 
live on fiction alone, what happens 
to a people's memory, its sense of 
reality, its very identity and self- 
hood? 

Talking of identity and selfhood, 
it seems that our Prime Minister’s 
heart has suddenly started bleed- 
ing for poor Punjabis. Having 
failed to Drntect Lonqowal and 
having dismissed Barnala’s gov- 
ernment, having made it so clear 
so often that only a law and order 
solution will work in Punjab, the . 
Prime Minister is suddenly keen 
on a political settlement, his only 
regret being that the Akalis are not 
co-operating. But of course what 
takes the cake is the alacrity with 
which it is claimed that the guilty 
of the 1 984 massacre in Delhi are 
being punished (several thou- 
sands of them, we are told) and 
that no other riot in the country has 
received so much attention of the 
government, including of course 
full relief and rehabilitation of the 
victims. As for the accusation that 
high-ups like H.K.L. Bhagat were 
involved in any way, the Prime 
Minister has given a clean chit by 
saying that Bhagat was in those 
fateful days all along with the 
Prime Minister, near his mother’s 
body (like himself when Delhi was 
burning and thousands were 
massacred-presumably the high 
brass of the police too was in 
attendance. The Prime Minister 
has long since forgotten to distill 
the facts from a panoply of lies. To 
hell with all the investigations and 
the evidence that was meticu- 
lously compiled and presented. 
But then, if the.Cngress leaders 
listed in the PUDR/PUCL report 
were so innocent, how come not 
one of them felt offended and filed 
a defamation suit or took any other 
legal action against such evil pro- 
paganda? But then we are living 
in a season of instant and loud 
defence, of men known to have 
indulged in all kinds of mala fide 
acts-from R.K.Dhawan to Buta 
Singh to the Lok Sabha Speaker 
himself (not to speak of the near- 
me’s and the dear-me’sl). 

Of course, a lot of this will go 
down as folklore of the Rajiv era 
at once tantalising and philistine. 
But what takes the cake is the 
grand farce that is being pressed 
hard on us in the name of decen- 
tralisation, of empowering the 
people, of handing things over to 
the grassroots through the pan- 
chayats, of making democracy 
really work! This is to be done by 
turning the states into Union Ter- 
ritories (as my friend L.C. Jain 


brought out so tellingly in a recent 
article), by taking panchayats out 
of the purview of the states and 
elevating their status through 
amending the Constitution itself, 
by telling the opposition parties 
that they have no capacity to run 
a government (see what hap- 
pened in Karnataka), by at the 
same time reducing the impor- 
tance of State Congress bosses 
who had become, such a nuisance 
of late, and by Mr K.K. Tewary 
convincing us all that what looks 
like a bloated, larger-than life 
image of Rajiv Gandhi in fact holds 
the key to a bright future. He 
means good to all - to the Hindus 
(who should not waste their votes 
on parties like the BJP), to Muslim 
fundamentalists (look how he 
dumped Arif and took to Shaha- 
buddin), even to Sikh extremists 
(who he can at last win over from 
the Akalis), and of course, to all the 
power brokers of all kinds (whom 
he had unkindly criticised at 
Bombay in 1985 but whom he is 
welcoming now with folded hands, 
from Antulay to Jagannath Mishra 
to Solanki to J.B. Patnaik, but 
beyond all these special strata, to 
the "people of India" who happen 
to be the voters (on whom alone 
his future depends!) Here then is 
a government all out to woo "the 
people", keen to give them all they 
want, asking nothing in return, 
except what is legitimately due to 
the ruling party: vote it back to 
power! 

Search For Legitimacy 

N ever betore has there been 
such display of a desperate 
search for both power and legiti- 
macy. Never before has panic 
among the rulers who have been 
losing one election after another) 
produced such a mobilisation of 
resources media time, psycholog- 
ical aggression and an overpow- 
ering urge for 'success at all costs'. 
Literally, at all costs. No holds 
barred. No sense of shame at 
indulging in utter duplicity and 
deceit. No compunction at black- 
ening out the truth. No qualms at 
indulging in complete double- 
speak. 

Orwell’s 1984 had laid it ali out. 
With us it actually began in the 
year 1984 which provedtraumatic 
in so many ways (the combined 
disasters of Delhi, Bhopal and 
Ahmedabad in the span of a few 
months). And it began the era of 
Rajiv Gandhi in power. Five years 
later, with the economy in serious 
straits and the polity in a sham- 
bles, he is determined to stay 
there. He is trying very hard 
anyway. Essentially through a 
high-voltage publicity blitz and a 
sleek P.R. job. In which public 
deception is being turned into a 
fine art. 
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I n the history of India the par- 
tition of 1947 will stand as a 
landmark of a great failure, the 
Bhopal Gas tragedy will figure 
as massive disaster and the killing 
of innocent Sikh citizens in June 
and November 1984 will stare in 
the face of us all as the most 


condign punishment chose to turn 
a Nelsons eye to their dastardly 
doings and to placate the victims 
by an endless stream of promises 
which like so many other promi- 
ses in this country are kept more 
often in breach than performance. 

After four-and-a-half years the 


Promises And 


beastly action of manipulating pol- Prime Minister of India announced 

iticians. with great sentiment his commit- Manushi, Citizen’s Justice Com- disturbances of November 1984, 

November 1984 killings were no ment to protect the life and liberty mittee, Nisham Sikh Welfare though failed to achieve its task, 

Hindu-Sikh riots. So far as the two of Sikh citizens. This promise rings Council and other justice-loving but faced with the overwhelming 

communities are concerned it was hollow because the government organisations issued a statement evidence produced before it, high- 

exemplary solidarity which saved which he has presided over since on ® May, 1 989. lighted the following aspects in its 

thousands of lives and crores November 1984 has a rather report: 

worth of property. The hing-pins of unimpressive record in this field 

murder and mayhem were hirel- To put the records straight the Insulting to Citizens I Large number of persons from 
ings masquarading as patriots. Sikh Forum, Nagrik Ekta Manch, Congress-1 and its sympathisers 

It is a great pity that the powers People's Union for Civil Liberties, Justice Ranganath Misra participated in the violence (Page 
that be instead of exposing these People's Union for Democratic O Commission appointed by the 30 Vol. 1). 

criminals to public ridicule and Rights, Citizens for Democracy, Government to enquire into the II There was inordinate delay on 

Insult To The Citizens 

The Speed Nagar Super Bazar shops were to dispose off their old houses 

looted and Sikhs were stabbed in themselves while earlier under- 


Nothing could have been more ^T° take up the first claim about 
insulting to the citizens of this I the ‘speed’ with which the riots 

country than Prime Minister Rajiv were supposed to have been con- 

Gandhi’s recent statement on the trolled, let us remind the Prime 

1984 anti-Sikh riots in the capital Minister that soon after the news 

(carried by the Press and the Govt. of Mrs. Gandhi’s assassination 

Media) where he claimed (i) that spread in the evening of October 

'the speed with which they were 31 , several Opposition leaders 

controlled was notable; (ii) that the and prominent personalities con- 

'rehabilitation work after the riots tacted the then Home Minister 

was unprecedented; (iii) th; t P.V. Narasimha Rao and another 

'never before such strict legal Minister, Shiv Shankar and 

action had been taken against informed them of spreading trou- 

people accused of rioting’; and (iv) bles in different parts of the city, 

that 'senior leaders’ of his party While the two Ministers were 

against whom allegations had reported to have assured them 

been made could not have orga- that things would be brought under 

nised the riots since they had control, the then President Zail 

remained with him from "48 to 72 Singh, who was approached by 

hours" to make ‘arrangements for other prominent citizens was 

Indira Gandhi’s funeral.’ reported to have pleaded his hel- 

Citizens who passed through plessness! Extensive tours of dif- 

the nightmare of those "48 to 72 ferent parts of the city during those 

hours” following Mrs. Gandhi’s ”48 hours" revealed that mass kil- 

assassination, and saw the mas- lings of Sikhs which had started 

sacre of about 3,000 innocent from the evening of October 31, 

Sikhs while the administration continued even on November 2 in 

stood a silent spectator, wonder Sultanpuri, Mongolpuri and 

whether the Prime Minister is Trilokpuri — often in the presence 

deluding himself or hoodwinking of the police — in spite of an offi- 

the nation. Members of the Nagrik cial announcement of November 1 

Ekta Manch who extensively declaring clamping of an indefinite 

worked in the riot-affected areas curfew, shoot at sight orders and 

during that period, reporters of deployment of army. Some of 

national dailies who meticulously ' those who took part in a peace 
recorded the events in their march on November 2 through 

columns, activists of the Peoples Lajpat Nagar, Jangpura and 

Union for Democratic Rights and Bhogal saw police pickets sitting 

People's Union for Civil Liberties by idly while hundreds of gang- 

who investigated the massacre of sters armed with swords, irishuls 

the Sikhs and nailed their killers in and iron rods moved around men- 

the booklet 'Who are the Guilty?’, acingly.Any army convoy which 

the Citizens’ Justice Committee’ passed through did nothing to stop 

which recorded the evidence of them. Was this the specimen of 

the surviving victims The Sikh ‘control’ which the Prime Minister 

Forum, Nishkam Sikh Welfare is so proud of? 

'Council and several other organ- Let us also remind the Prime 
isations who are keeping a tag on Minister that even after ”72 
the official programme of rehabil- hours" — i.e. November 3, when 

itation of the survivors — all chal- the funeral of Mrs. Gandhi took* 

lenge the Prime Minister on all the place — there were no signs of any 

four claims that he had made in his end to the orgy of looting and kil- 

statement. lings. On November 4, West Patel 


Shahdara, Badarpur and Anand standing was that D.D. A. itself will 

Parbat. On November 5, two Sikhs sell those houses off. Inspite of 

were burnt alive in Nathu Chowk. promises of jobs for the widows, 
By then, about 50,000 Sikhs had only 504 have been provided with 
been forced to leave their homes jobs so far, only 190 have been 
and seek shelter in relief camps, granted pension, 
mostly organised by voluntary 

agencies — The camps organised Legal Action 

by the administraton were closed 

down so early without ensuring As for the Prime Minister's third 
safety, settlement or even conti- AAclaim about 'strict legal action’ 

dence among the victims — If such against the accused, it stands 

killings and rampage could con- contradicted by the findings of the 

tinue unabatedly for five days Ranganath Misra Commission 

(since October 31), could this be (appointed by Rajiv Gandhi’s 

cited as an example of 'speed' with Government) which have been 

which the Prime Minister claims accepted by the government itself, 

that the riots were controlled? Indicting the police for lapse and 

omission in the registration of 
Rehabilitation cases, the commission in its report 

said that more than 1,200 cases 

T o take up the second claim of murder were not registered (re: 

about the ‘unprecedented Vo.l. pp.22 and 62) and accused 

rehabilitation’ of the survivors, the the police of wrongfully closing a 

Prime Minister should visit the number of cases and of not pro- 

Tifak Vihar Colony, Garhi, Jahan- perly conducting investigation in 

girpuri where widows, orphans other cases (re: Vol.l. pp. 62-65) 

and relatives of the murdered Sikh The Citizens' Justice Committee 
men live today — still awaiting their submitted to the Misra Commis- 

‘promised compensation and ter- sion a list of 3,870 murders. Till 

4 rorized by the murderers who are now — after four and a half 

yet to face the ‘strict legal action’ years — the prosecution agency of 

that Rajiv Gandhi claims has been the government has been able to 

taken against the accused. Inves- obtain conviction in just one 

tigation by the Welfare Commit- murder case involving six people, 

tees reveal that in many cases who have been awarded life impri- 

financial assistance to relatives of sonment by the sessions court. In 

the murdered people reached the other murder cases, tf. . 

them only in 1988, and that com- accused have been acquitted pri- 

pensation for destruction of marily because of lapses in police 

houses fell far short of the actual investigation. Iris amazing to find 

loss. What is even worse, of the hat the police did not even regis- 
1,250 Sikh women rendered ter cases of murder in places like 

widows by the carnage, at least Mangolpuri, Shahadra and Kaly- 

956 are living in various areas of anpuri — which saw the worst 

Delhi facing an uncertain future, phase of the massacre. Survivors 

For the one-room slum flats allot- of the massacre in Kotla Mubarak- 

ted to some of them in exchange pur told us thatjhe police openly 
of their destroyed houses, they are instigated the rioters by assuring 

being asked to pay an extra them that for a day or two they 

amount, since authorities claim would be given a free hand. In Tri- 

that the flats allotted to them cost lokpuri, the police accompanied 

more than their old houses. Even the arsonists and provided them 

for that victims have been asked with diesel from their jeeps. Were 


By G.S.Sandhi! an 



all these signs of the ‘strict lec 
action’ that the Prime Minister 
boasting of? 


Who Are The Guilty? 

A s for the ‘senior leaders’ of 1 
party and their role duri 
those days, the less said ab< 
them the better. Hundreds of v 
tims had named in thier affidav 
senior Congress (I) leaders I 
H.K.L. Bhagat, Dharam Das St 
stri, Sajjan Kumar accusing th< 
of involvement in the riots. ( 
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his life to save his neighbours 
Icture above late Sant Ilarchand 
ith Prabhu Dayal’s family after 
[of Rs. 13,000 on behalf of Manu- 
[SGPC 

November 5, H.K.L. Bhagat was 
found intervening to secure the 
release of his followers who had 
been arrested by the Gandhina- 
| gar police — in a rare case of police 
action against criminals — on 
I charges of rioting. The Prime 
Minister sounds extremely naive 
when he wonders 'how could 
people who had remained with 
him from 48 to 72 hours organise 
riots out there in the city’. Let us 
remind him that it was from the 
midst of people who had remained 
with him — the crowd of so-called 


the part of the Government to call 
the army in aid of Civil Administra- 
tion. There were 5000 fighting 
army-men available by October, 
31 mid-night. If army had been 
called on the morning of 1st 5000 
army jawans would have been 
moving in the streets of Delhi, the 
situation would have been differ- 
ent. (Page 41 Vol. 1). 

Ill The police was highly negli- 
gent and grossly failed to perform 


mourners in Teen Murti — that slo- 
gans like "khoon ka badla khoon" 
(blood for blood) were raised, and 
were allowed to be broadcast by 
Doordarshan. Any one with 
common sense can understand 
the impact of such provocative 
slogans on the mobs of gangsters 
who were 'out there in the city.’ 

If the Prime Minister is so con- 
fident about the innocence of his 
party colleagues, why is his gov- 
ernment scared to register cases 
against them and let them prove 
there innocence? Why are his 
party men resorting shamelessly 
to all types of legal obstruction to 
shield Sajjan Kumar, inspite of a 
recommendation to register a case 
against him made by the 
Government — appointed Jain- 
Banerjee Committee? 

In fact, by dragging its feet over 
the issue of prosecuting the crim- 
inals of the 1984 Delhi massacre, 
the government of Rajiv Gandhi is 
actually encouraging gangsters 
in other parts of the country who 
seem to thrive on the belief that 
they can get away with any crime, 
as long as their victims are Sikhs. . 
That this is not an idle speculation 
but a real trend is proved by the 
findings of the Nagrik Ekta Manch 
during investigations into anti-Sikh 
disturbances in Bidar in Sep- 
tember 1988 and in Jammu in 
January 1989. 

While repudiating the Prime 
Minister’s preposterous claims 
regarding the 1934 carnage, we 
reiterate hereby that (i) the gov- 
ernment was fully aware from the 
evening of October 31,1 984 of the 
anti-Sikh disturbances that were 
spreading in the capital; (ii) that yet 
the authorities refused to take any 
effective measures to stop the dis- 
turbances for five days which took 
a toll of 3,000 lives; (iii) that even 
after four and a half years, the 
government has refused to punish 
the guilty; and (iv) that the gov- 
ernment countinues to demon- 
strate a callous indifference to the 
plight of hundreds of widows and 
orphans who became victims of 
the carnage and are yet to be pro- 
perly rehabilitated. 

Continued on page 10 



its duty and at places the police 
has connived with the mob.(Page 
32 to 40). 


IV The Delhi Administration 
instead of taking action against the 
police has supported the action 
and has seriously attempted to 
cover the lapses of police. (Page 
38 Vol. 1). 

V The disturbances were not 
riots and have been properly 
termed as a 'carnage . 


VI There has been a lapse and 
omission in registration of cases 
by the police. According to the offi- 
cial figures more than 1 200 cases 
of murder were not registered. 
(The official figure of total deaths 
now stands as 2733). Therefore, 
cases have not been registered in 
respect of 1600 murders. (Page 22 
and 62 Vol. 1). 

VII The riot victims are entitled to 
claim damages from police as the 
police has been negligent in per- 
forming its duty. (Page 69 Vol 1). 

VIII The riot victims deserve to 
be compensated by the Govern- 
ment. The insurance money 
should be paid to the insured even 
in those cases where riot risk was 
not covered. (Page 70 Vol 1). 

IX Compensation should be paid 


for the damage suffered by com- 
mercial establishments. (Page 71 
Vol. 1). 

X The court cases have not been 
properly prosecuted. Number of 
cases have been closed wrong- 
fully by the police. The investiga- 
tion has not been properly 
conducted by the police. The 
commission recommended that 
further investigations be under- 
taken as provided in section 173 
of Cr.P.C. (Page 62 to 65 Vol 1). 

XI The D.T.C. buses were used 
in transporting the rioters, but the 
D.T.C. Management had cau- 
tioned the employees not to dis- 
close this fact to the commission. 
The records of the D.T.C. have 
oeen suitably touched up. (Page 
42 Vol. 1). 


A Calendar of Inaction 


T IME and again, commis- 
sions are appointed and 
committees are formed. 
And there the matter 
ends. Public memory is short and 
that of the custodians of law, even 
shorter. But there are thousands 
who have not forgotten. Four and 
a half years after the barbaric 
carnage in 1984, its victims are 
still waiting for justice. A justice 
which, chimera-like, continues to 
elude them. 

Some weeks ago, Prime Minis- 
ter Rajiv Gandhi declared with 
great magnanimity that all those 
indicted in the 1984 riots wduld be 
punished. A declaration that fails 
to convince, considering the fact 
that the progress of all cases in the 
court has been stymied. The chro- 
nological sequence of events 
shows the snail like pace at which 
matters have been proceeding: 
April 85:Appointment of the Mis- 
hra Commission to inquire into 
the causes of the Delhi riots. 

2nd Feb 1987: The appointment 
of the Jain Bannerjee Committee 
to further investigate into and 
indict those responsible for the 
riots, because the Mishra Commi- 
ssion reported . that of the official- 
ly accepted number of nearly 
3,000 murders, the police had 
registered F.I.R’s of only 1419. 

Nov 1987: The Jain Bannerjee 
Committee indicts six persons for 
cognizable offences ranging from 
murder, to riot, arson etc under 
the Indian Penal Code, on the 
basis of an original affidavit sub- 
mitted by Shrimati Anwar Kaur 
jW/o Navin Singh of Tilak Vihar. 
The names of the accused were 
Congress-I functionary Sajjan 
Kumar, Nathu Kumar, Brahma- 
nand Gupta, jai Bhagwan Udal, 
Rajinder and Hanuman. 

Nov 1987: Brahmanand Gupta 
immediately files a writ petition in 
the High Court challenging this 
indictment. 

24 Nov 1987: The case is admit- 
ted to a Division Bench and an 
ex parte stay order is passed, res- 
training the Jain Bannerjee Com- 
mittee from making recommenda- 
tions for registration of all cases. 
Because of this general stay order, 
no case can be registered. 

16 Dec 1987: The Citizens Jus- 
tice Committee (CJC) files a writ 
petition against the Government 
intervening in the matter, and 
challenging the petition. 

Sept 1988: Nearly a year later, 
the Court orders a hearing of the 


CJC on its insistence. 

Oct 1988: Arguments are 
addressed by the Counsel for peti- 
tioners and the Counsel for the 
Delhi Administration. 

Senior advocate, S.C. Malik, 
Counsel for the Citizens Justice 
Committee starts addressing the 
arguments and is less than halfway 
through, when the Chief Justice 
has to suddenly go to Calcutta. 
The case is further postponed due 
to the winter vacations, and fixed 
for a hearing on the 23rd of Jan. 

23rd Jan. 1989: The matter of 
the controversial closure of DCM 
Textiles is given priority, so this 
trivial case cannot be heard. 

Feb 1989: A news report in a 
daily newspaper declares that In- 
formation & Broadcasting Minis- 
ter H K L Bhagat attended the 
marriage of the daughter of Jus- 
tice G C Jain. This report causes 
ripples, and raises doubts about 
Jains impartiality. Visibly upset, 
he resigns from the bench as a 
result, and on the 6th March the 
matter is transferred to Justice O 
P Wadhwa. It is further fixed for 
directions on the 16 March. 

16 March 1989: Under the new 
bench composed of Chief Justice 
Pyne and Justice Wadhwa, the 
hearing is further postponed and 
again fixed for directions (not 
hearing) on the 3rd April. And 
the counsel concerned feels it is 
highly improbable that the matter 
will come up for hearing before 
the summer vacations. 

In the light of the proceedings, 
as Senior advocate S.C. Malik 
comments wryly, “The PM's dec- 
laration of sincerity to pursue this 
matter appears to be farcical”. 

Significantly, to begin with, 
issuing a blanket stay on all peti- 
tioners is a highly abnormal proc- 
edure. As an advocate points out, 
“Normally a stay is given only to 
the petitioner concerned; this 
type of general stay order is pas- 
sed only in the case of a public 
interest litigation”. 

More importantly, contrary to 
popular belief, the matte: is not 
totally blocked because of the stay 
order. Home Minister Buta Singh 
incorrectly made a statement de- 
claring that because there is an 
injunction against the Jain Ban- 
nerjee Committee, the Govern- 
ment cannot proceed further. Re- 
marks Malik with much heat, 
“this is a lame excuse and is 
totally baseless. The fact is that 
the government has a hidden pre- 


judice and the whole thing is 
collusive. You appoint a Commis- 
sion, pass a stay order and then sit 
tight". For, as Malik reveals, the 
Committee is only an aid to the 
normal forces of law and order, 
and no court order can prevent 
the police from conducting inves- 
tigations. As Malik remarks, “Let 
the Jain Bannerjee Committee 
continue for 20 years, but what is 
stopping the police from acting? 
There is no will to do so". Section 
IV of The Delhi Police Act clearly 
states, “the Superintendence of 
the. Delhi Police throughout De- 
lhi, shall vest in, and be exercis- 
able by the Administrator and any 
control, direction or supervision 
exercisable by any officer .over 
any member of the police force 
shall be exercisable subject to 
such superintendance”. 

This proves beyond dispute that 
the Lt. Governor has complete 
authority to issue orders to the 
police to conduct investigations, 
and no Court injunction can over- 
rule him in this matter. For, ex- 
plains Malik, "If the police dis- 
offence, the Court is 
powerless to interfere”. 

But although he has the reputa- 
tion 6f being a fighter, Malik has 
lost all hope of getting justicejn 
this case, and shrugs helplessly .“I 
feel this whole case is an exercise 
in futility. If the Government has 
the will, it can pursue the matter. 
And that is what it obviously 
lacks”. 

The whole case has dragged on 
needlessly for so long, and will 
probably carry on in this manner. 
But as Malik emphasises, “This is 
not a trivial matter of excise duty 
exemption and such like. It should 
tike precedence over all other 
matters as there is an urgent need 
to give justice to the victims. It is 
a matter of human lives, of 300 
deaths and many more maimed 
gnd looted.” 

He adds in tones of urgency, 
“this case can have political reper- 
cussions, and because of the de- 
lay, the secular character of the 
Government is under suspicion. Iff 
the Government is interested in 
inspiring confidence in the 
citizens and establishing its 
credentials as protector of human 
life and liberty, it should take 
action fast”. 

For if it does not, the outcome 
is predictable, neither the victims 
nor the citizens of India will take 
it lying down. . 
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Equality Through Education 


Continued from page 6 

WUS, NSS, Adult and Continuing 
Education, Women’s Develop- 
ment Centres, Women’s Studies 
Centres/Cells etc. There are also 
professional associations like 
Indian Association for Women's 
Studies, Bar Council, Indian 
Council of Medical Research etc., 
voluntary agencies, social action 
groups, industries, trade unions 
and government departments who 
will be willing to lend their exp r- 
tise and resources. 

The Workshop took note of the 
experiments in mobilising com- 
munity action for women’s 
empowerment by a few higher 
education institutions and their 
success by way of its integration 
in the educational process, with 
rewarding dividends in terms of 
curricula development. 

2. Education Process: 

If such an interaction with the 
community should aim at making 
the higher education relevant, 
socially, productive and inspiring, 
the educational system too needs 
to incorporate it as a part o its cur- 
riculum and syllabi. Towards this, 
the workshop considered the fol- 
lowing measures: 

a. More of team work and inter- 
disciplinary and inter- 
departmental interaction. 

b. clinics, services, field action pro- 
jects, field survey/analyses of 
policies and programmes etc. 
should become part of the syl- 
labi and course requirement. 

c. closer integration of commun- 
ity action in the syllabi by giving 
credit in terms of marks in the 
examination system. 

d. closer integration of women’s 
studies values and teaching, 
with theory and practice 
related — leading to future 
development. 

e. the classrooms should be stu- 
dent centred and participant 
oriented. Direct participation of 
the students in the learning 
process will lead to challenging 
the old passive socialisation 
and thought process. 

f. utilisation of academic staff col- 
leges to develop these per- 
spectives among the teaching 
community. 

g. initiating experiments towards 
developing a foundation course 
on the theme of human rights 
and women’s equality. 

The university system should be 
made flexible in designing courses 
in their regular curriculum. 

The Workshop in the context of 
education as a community action, 
took note of the role of continuing 
education. Apart from awareness 
programmes, skill-oriented income 
generation programmes, updating 
of processional and technical skill 
and knowledge, the Continuing 
Education and Open Skill/tfnivsr- 


sity system, may pay special 
attention to help women to rejoir 
the educational system afte' a 
break due to family and econt nic 
factor. 

The workshop particular!-* rec- 
ommended "The Live in village 
strategy". 

3. Support Services for the 

University Community 

The workshop recognised that 
the University community faces 
serious problems in the perform- 
ance of their learning and other 
desired roles. Many other wider 
problems of society created 
stresses, issue of communications 
and other tensions. This is partic- 
ularly the case with women teach- 
ers, students and members of the 
University staff. It is important for 
universities to recognise the mag- 
nitude and seriousness of this 
problem and provide certain 
essential support services in the 
way of counselling and guidance 
and even local aid wherever nec- 
essary; security and housing par- 
ticularly for the single women in 
the University community, hostel 
for women and child care services. 
Attempts to provide such support 
services have been initiated in the 
past, but it is necessary not only 
to expand the link but also to re- 
design them in the light of contem- 
porary issues and nature of pro- 
blems being experienced by 
various members of the University 
community. 

A programme of counselling 
and aid service need not be 
restricted to the University com- 
munity but could become one of 
the channels to expand interaction 
with the community outside as it 
has been found to be an important 
learning process for teachers and 
students. 

The workshop also recom- 
mended the starting of a bridge 
course for women who had to drop 
out of studies or career due to var- 
ious social factors in order to 
enable them to resume their stu- 
dies/career. 

Information Network 

T he workshop recognised the 
urgent need for generating 
data on women and societal pro- 
cess in the various universities, as 
well as documentation service for 
the same. It found the lack of doc- 
umentation on— 

a. A bibliography of unpublished 
material, in English, Hindi and 
other regional languages, 

b. Minimum information kit, policy 
documents; policy debates 
within the government etc. 

c. List of dissertations, list of 
works on women in progress, 

d. Abstracts ol research on 
women, compiatao/in pre grass 
etc. 

Equally important would be the 
need for a collaboration among the 


Continued from page 9 

fficial Promises And 
laims 

1. On October 31 evening, 1984 P.V. 
Narasmiha Rao and Shiv Shankar 
Assure Opposition leaders of 
controlling disturbances. 

2. November 1: Army called out; 
shoot at sight orders; clamping 

of curfew. Presence of 5,000 armed 
forces personnel in the capital 
line up Mrs. Gandhi’s funeral route. 

3. November 2: Opposition MPs 
repeatedly request Narasimha Rao 
and Shiv Shankar to provide army 
protection to trains carrying Sikh 
passengers from Punjab. 

4. "Legal action has been taken 
against 2,170 persons for commit- 
ting serious crimes during the riots 
in November 1984” (Reply to Lok 
Sabha question, March 18, 1987) 

5. About 1,200 victims in Tilak Vihar 
Camp promised a piece of land of 
30 sq.yds and loan of Rs. 25,000 
by Lt. Governor on August 15, 1987 

6. Delhi Administration, in mid-1986 
promised a job to each Sikh 
woman rendered a widow by the 
riots, and a pension of Rs. 400 to 
those not found suitable for jobs 


Performance 


• Police remain passive specta- 
tors, or join rioters in 
assaulting Sikhs and looting 
their homes and shops. 

• Large scale killings of Sikhs 
in Sultanpuri. Mangolpuri and 
Trilokpuri and other places. No 
sign of army in the streets. No 
instance of firing on the rioters. 

• No troops were sent, with the 
result that at least 43 Sikhs were 
dragged out from incoming trains 
lynched and their bodies burnt. 

• Persons either acquitted, dis- 
chared, or against whom cases 
withdrawn: 426. Persons con- 
victed for murder: 6 Cases 

of murder not registered by the 
police: 1,200 

• As yet, neither has the allot- 
ment been made, nor has the 
loan been given. 

a Only 504 out of 956 widows 
received jobs and 190 received 
pension. 


universities in developing the per- 
spectives. A beginning in this 
direction could be made by gen- 
eration and dissemination of 
information available within the 
country, through participation in 


the 'Women and Development 
Studies Information Network’. This- 
will assist meaningful selection of 
research topics, identification of 
teaching materials and providing 
the needed information of com- 


munity mobilisation activities. The 
women’s studies centres/cells and 
other similar agencies may be 
helped to generate and act as 
repositiories of such data gener- 
ated. 
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P erhaps I would be 
dubbed as unwavering 
interovert but with the 
Light that the Guru has 
bestowed on me I find that the only 
way to understand and live the 
word of our Guru — Guru Granth 
Sahib — is to dig into ourselves, 
search out our hearts and come 
out with explanations as to why 
the Guru’s word was relegated 
only to the levels of ritual worship, 
parrot-like recitation and custo- 
mary functions. Guru Arjan who 
compiled the Adi Granth, in a way, 
summed up the entire Truth with- 
out considering it only as the prop- 
erty of the Sikhs and gave an 
unusual but WHOLE concept of 
Truth, Purity and Love to the entire 
humanity. What a tragedy, we, 
Sikhs, have not only not derived 
full benefit from the Adi Granth 
which Guru Gobind Singh gra- 
ciously declared as our perpetual 
guru but have singularly failed in 
letting its healing power reach the 
burning, rotting hearts of human 
beings. 

Who is responsible for it? As a 
casual observer and as a beggar 
at the door of my Guru, I have two 
distinct impressions. One is that 
^our intellect has always dominated 
"^the heart in learning from Gurbani. 
But the second, more damaging, 
is that those whose main function 
should have been to live in peace 
and harmony in the light of the dic- 
tates of the Word Guru wasted 
their time only in external manif- 
estations and customary external 
regard for the Holy Granth in stead 
of allowing the Word to delve into 
their hearts and produce healing 
touch for themselves. If they 
themselves could not benefit from 
the Guru, how could they spread 
the message and heal others. 
Sometimes we bewail the 
absence of Sikh Press, sometimes 
we talk of lack of sympathy from 
others and at others we believe 
that by merely parading the great- 
_ ness of our Gurus, we could 
receive the acclaim of others. 

Struggle For Power 

L et me share with you a neg- 
ative experience and also a 
highly positive experience how the 
personal examples of those who 
talk about Gurbani can work 
wonders either way. I have been 
recently attending some inter- 
religious conferences in Bangalore 
(Karnataka) and in Khurda Road 
(Orissa) besides meeting the 
Sikhs in Bhubaneswar, Cuttack 
and Jamshedpur. Since I had 
gone to Bangalore for a confer- 
ence, I asked a Gurmat Trust to 
arrange for me to receive the cha- 
randhoor of the Sangat there. I 
arranged to travel a day earlier so 
that before my inter-religious 
meeting started in Whitefield, near 
Bangalore, I could meet the 
sangat in the Gurdwara in Banga- 
lore. I was courteously received by 
a distinguished family but I was 
informed very clearly on behalf of 
the management that there were 
quarrels in the gurdwara, there 
were problems about the ragis and 
there was no possibility of being 


The Healing Touch 
of Guru’s Word 

By Bhagwant Singh Dalawari 


able to meet anyone. Good, I left 
for Whitefield after spending a day 
but in my heart, I wondered about 
the majesty of our Guru and about 
the degeneration of people like 
those who ventured to opt for posi- 
tions in Gurdwara managements 
or sing the Word, but did not care 
to see that they healed themselves 
and thus paveu the way for heal- 
ing others. 

Healing Balm 

Jn Jamshedpur, however, I wit- 
I nessed a highly fruitful example 
of how the Word of Guru from a 
Sikh whose kathni and kami were 
worthy of Guru’s confidence could 
pour healing balm on a young 
coupje who were pictures of 
dukh on account ot tho loss of 
their only daughter in the fire that 
raged the VIP enclosure of Tatas 

Foundation Day celebration on 3rd 
March 1 989. A respectable Sikh pf 
Jamshedpur, known for his prac- 
tical living in accordance with the 
dictates of Guru Granth Sahib, 
happened to learn of the acute dis- 
tress of this young couple. I hap- 
pened to be there in Jamshedpur 
and the local Sikh invited me to go 
with him to visit the family, 
because he had planned to do so. 
With reluctance I agreed not know- 
ing what would be the atmosphere 
in such a distressing situation 
when we, as strangers, would visit 
them. The Sikh friend disarmed 
me and said all that he was going 
to do was to share his oneness 
with the family, explain about the 
non-existence of death in terms of 
Gurbani and participate as a 
member of their family in their 
present distress. I would like the 
readers to know in detail what 
happened and how slowly but 
surely Gurbani penetrated in the 
hearts of the young couple almost 
surreptitiously and within fifteen 
minutes the personification of 
Dukh that the couple presented 
gave way to friendly sharing of the 
life of their daughter, who had 
died. My Sikh friend explained the 
meanings of "KAHO NANAK GUR 
BHARAM CHUKAYA, NAKO 
MARE NA AWE JAYA" (My Guru 
has removed all my doubts, says 
Nanak, NO ONE DIES). Other 
sayings of Gurbani like JIS 
MARNE TE JAG DARE MERE 
MAN ANAND MARNE HEE TE 
PAYEYE POORAN PARMA- 
NAND and others so impressed 
the couple that their miserable 
appearance changed into a hope- 
ful sharing of the love of their vis- 
itor. Then the Sikh friend explained 


that their daughter was also his 
own daughter and their distress 
was his. That is why on the basis 
of his Guru’s command he had 
decided to come and share their 
grief and try to seek together the 
grace of God. The couple showed 
him the loving photographs of the 
child wresting with her mother, 
sharing a meal with her father in 
the pan and another i i the exqui- 
site dance performance. "Since 
you say that she was your 

daughter too, let there be no ano- 
nymity, let me show you her phot- 
ographs", he said to my Sikh friend 
and both husband and wife were 
relaxed The mother of the 
youngman held the Sikh by his 
hand and expressed deep grati- 
tude for comforting them in this 
hour of distress and said his shar- 
ing of love of God had greatly com- 
forted them. 

The healing of the word of Guru 
having been so demonstrative, my 
friend said he would pay them 
another visit and just when I was 
leaving Jamshedpur, he took me 
along. The HEALING HAD BEEN 
COMPLETE. The family had lost 
distress and was waiting for him 
as if they were waiting for one of 
their own relations. The Sikh put 
his arm around the mother and 
said: "Now, my child, you will 
never be sad; you will remember 
God everyday and remember the 
love that your child left for ever and 
spread it." The mother of the girl, 
who had died, sparkled and said, 
"Now, Sir, tell me first, you will 
have tea, coffee or something 
cold." My friend did not need any- 
thing but to push the loving 
presence of God and his love 
further, he said: "Yes, bete, let me 
have tea". It was a family meeting 
and two beautiful spiritual poems 
written by the deceased 10-year 
old girl a few months earlier were 
brought to the Sikh member of the 
family and the mother said: "We 
do not show them to anyone 
except our family and since you 
belong to our family, let me show 
you." The one addressed to Daddy 
asked for blessings of God for pro- 
tecting him and the other 
addressed to Mummy in charged 
words was a prayer for the mother. 
"As if she knew that she was 
going, she gave us her parting 
blessings." The old mother of the 
youngman was heartily relieved 
that her son and daughter-in-law 
had recovered. THAT WAS HEAL- 
ING OF GURBANI for the Orya 
family. The couple then discussed^ 
the projects which could remind 
Them of the love of the child 


through the spread of tier love for 
the benefit of other children. 

Universal Love 

B ut if our own conduct is not in . 

accordance with Gurbani, our 
internecine quarrels are endless, 
our own life is ridden with strife 
and family disputes, our own spi- 
rituality is sham, how can Guru 
Granth Sahib show its universal- 
ity? We have too long been in 
hunting out faults of others or find- 
ing scapegoats for our inability to 
live by the dictates of our Masters. 
We complain about disrespect to 
Guru Granth Sahib by others but 
we never look into our own hearts 
when we have the Guru in our 
homes in one room awaiting 
PRAKASH even after sunrise and 
in another room flows whisky or 
wine. The message of our Guru 
was to love all and to spread that 
universal love. We find fault some- 
times with this sect or that for aber- 
rations but we never eradicate the 
laws that have set in, our own 
lives. The Asa-di-var is the con- 
demnation of all the sham or 
pseudo-spirituality spread by the 
Pandits for ensnaring people into 
their net, but all this condemnation 
now applies to our spirituality also 
because it has now worked 
for ROTIAN KARAN POORE 
TAAL. 

Here is refreshing, cooling ack- 
nowledgement of the sweet fra- 
grance of Guru Granth Sahib 
which cannot fail to sweeten the 
hearts of those who do not believe 
in Sikhism, if only the Sikhs them- 
selves showed the respect which 
is due to their Guru. An American 
lady belonging to the SANT-MAT, 
a variation of Radhaswamy Sect 
met me in the USA when I went 
to meet my children. There being 
no satsang of a serious nature, 
when I found this lady to be a ser- 
ious seeker, I spent some time 
with her and we concentrated on 
one of the SANCHIS that I had 
taken with me. As soon as I left 
USA, she went over to Vancouer, 
got the translation in 4 volumes of 
Guru Granth Sahib by Dr. Gopal 
Singh and brought out her own 
selection, a copy of which she sent 
to me and wrote: "Every night I 
begin to look at one or two verses 
before sleeping but as I go on I 
cannot leave it and I sleep very 
late, even if I have to get up for 
simran at 3 a.m." 

She recently came to India to go 
to her Guru in Rajasthan and 
spent a day with us in Delhi on her 
onward journey and a day again 
on her return. Both days, we had 


continual satsang for over 12 
hours and she was delighted to 
listen to the verses from Guru 
Granth Sahib. Look at the ietter 
she writes on return to America: 
"A Sikh friend invited me to 
attend Kirtan on Sunday at the 

new Sikh Temple And it 

was WONDER FULL. They 
have a "singer" from Van- 
couver who does very well (he 
didn’t refer to the Book during 
the whole time-can this be?) 
And I was very happy I could 
understand only 5% of the 
language — as it is, I was 
affected deeply. I had to fight 
the tears; tears from a west- 
erner (the only one there) 
wouldn’t have been appropri- 
ate! 

The most interesting thing — I felt 
so comfortable! The things I used 
to not like so much; shoes off, 
head covered, close-body contact 
with "strangers"; bowing to Guru 
Granth Sahib, the temple "decora- 
tions" etc. ALL seemed 
WONDER FULL and precious to 
me. I SWAM in them. ...Every 
WAH-GURU — I saw you. And I 
bowed to the Guru Granth — as 
Santji would — feeling the happi- 
ness of the Grace and Love. And 
out of respect for the TRUTH con- 
tained therein; and the Wisdom 
and Beauty in every single word." 

Have we, the Sikhs, ever wond- 
ered whether we are bowing only 
to the Holy Book or bowing to 
pledge to live the commands con- 
tained therein? Have we shed 
tears in love for the divine in tune 
with the love-drenched messages 
that we receive? And have we, in 
fact, realised in our own lives the 
HEALING TOUCH that Gurbani 
offers? Although what follows is a 
Christian prayer of St. Francis of 
Assixi, but spiritual Truth being 
universal, I dare say that any Sikh 
who has realised the healing touch 
of the Gurbani would live by this 
prayer: (to the Guru) 

"Lord, make me AN INSTRU- 
MENT of Your Peace. 

Wherever there is hatred, let 
me sow Love; 

Wherever there is injury, 
Pardon; 

Wherever there is darkness, 
Light; 

Wherever there is a sadness, 
JOY; 

Wherever there is doubt, 
FAITH; and 

Wherever there is DESPAIR, 
HOPE. 

"O Divine Master grant that I 
may not seek so much- 

- to be understood as to under- 
stand; 

- to be consoled as to console; 
and 

- to be loved as to love. 


For it is giving that we receive; 
it is in pardoning that we are 
pardoned; and 

it is in dying that we are born to 
ETERNAL LIFE." 
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State Terrorism 

Continued from page 4 


Faridkot where he remained for a 
month. No record was kept of his 
arrest. It was while moving a 
habeas corpus petition for Iqbal 
Singh that our Committee came to 
be. Iqbal’s family was too terror- 
ised to give an affidavit and the 
committee was formed to take 
responsibility and to move a 
Habeas Corpus Petition in the 
Supreme Court. Probably upon 
getting an inkling of the Supreme 
Court’s Show Cause Notice, the 
Senior Superintendent of Police, 
Faridkot, in whose custody Iqbal 
was, released him in the presence 
of several persons. The same offi- 
cial has since stated on oath 
before the highest court of the land 
that Iqbal Singh was never taken 
into custody. 

Then there was the case of 
Jagtar Singh and his wife, Harjit 
Kaur, who were arrested from the 
Golden Temple complex and 
taken to a local interrogation 
centre from where the wife was 
released and of the husband there 
was no trace. We organised tele- 
grams to be sent to the Governor 
seeking Jagtar’s release. Eminent 
civil libertarians like V M Tarkunde 
and several others sent telegrams 
to the Governor and Jagtar Singh 
was released. 

Wrongful Decision 

A vtar Singh Siddhu, an activist 
of the Youth Akali Dal, has 
been of great help to several vic- 
tims of police repression in District 
Faridkot and elsewhere. He sup- 
plied us reliable information in 
many of the cases that we have 
documented. This young man was 
driven to handing himself over to 
the police after the CIA staff had 
arrested, detained and tortured 
about 32 members of his family, 
ransacked his house in Muktsar, 
slashed the telephone lines, con- 
fiscated a truck belonging to the 
family business. Siddhu thinking it 
a measure of caution, surrendered 
directly to the Director General of 
Police, KPS Gill in the presence of 
'Capt. Amarinder Singh, former MP 
on October 1 4, 1 988. Gill assured 
Cap. Amarinder Singh that Siddhu 

would riot be tortured and would 
be dealt with in accordance with 
law. Three weeks since, there was 
no trace of Siddhu. Some of us 
met SSP Faridkot who admitted 
Sidhu’s custody, and his non- 
production before a magistrate. 
But he pleaded helplessness — to 
say or do anything — since the DG, 
Police was himself handling the 
case. We then applied to the DG, 
Police for elucidation. The DGP’s 
response alternated between stout 
denial that anyone at all was kept 
in custody by the Punjab Police for 
as long as three weeks and intim- 
idation in the nature of asking our 
hostess in Chandigarh whether 
she would like to "get rid of us". 
We are yet to get , an official 
response to our formal application 
on behalf of Siddhu. Back in Delhi 


we requested eminent citizens 
with an abiding social 
conscience — to send telegrams to 
the Governor requesting him to 
either release Sidhu or to produce 
him before a magistrate if there 
was to be a case against him. 
Avtar Singh Siddhu has since 
been released unconditionally. 
Obviously there was nothing to 
justify the custody. 

State of Affairs 

T he right to life and liberty of the 
people in Punjab had been 
under violation for a long time 
even before the Parliament 
amended the Constitution 
empowering the State to suspend 
it. Observers of developments in 
Punjab,. in fact, see a close rela- 
tionship between the escalation of 
separatist terrorism and the steady 
augmentation of State violence 
outside the established procedure 
of law. 

"FAKED ENCOUNTER" is an 
elastic term which covers deaths 
caused by security forces in a 
variety of circumstances and reac- 
tions not involving a direct clash 
with persons killed as claimed by 
the authorities. The following are 
some examples: 

On June 2, 1987, patrol of the 
Border Security Force (BSF) had 
an alleged encounter with armed 
terrorists in village Veroke under 
the Dera Baba Nanak subdivision 
of Gurdaspur district. Two mem- 
bers of a family, Mrs. Jasbir Kaur, 
a pregnant woman, and her hus- 
band Harminder Singh were killed, 
and Jasbir Kaur’s mother Niranjan 
Kaur was injured. One constable 
of the BSF, Bishamber Dass, was 
also killed. According to the ver- 
sion of the incident given by the 
BSF, the family, whose members 
were killed, was harbouring terror- 
ists. When the BSF men went to 
search the house, the terrorists 
hiding there had engaged them in 
a shoot out. The house belonged 
to Niranjan Singh, a retired soldier 
of the Sikh regiment, who on 
seeing the BSF men had escaped. 

This version of the incident was 
contested by the villagers. They 
claimed that the family of Niran- 
ajan Singh had nothing to do with 
terrorists and had never harboured 
them. In view of the unrest created 
by this episode in the village, the 
government ordered a magisterial 
inquiry which was conducted by a 
subdivisional magistrate of Gur- 
daspur district. The inquiry report 
indicated the BSF of killing inno- 
cent persons in a sanguinary reac- 
tion without justification. According 

to the report of the magisterial 
inquiry, the BSF battalion based in 
Dera Baba Nanak sector of Gur- 
daspur district had information that 
terrorists were hiding in the house 
on Nimma in Thitherke village. 
However, the BSF patrol sent out 
to raid, mixed up the information 
and went to the house of Niranjan 
Singh in the village Veroke. The 


house was surrounded and the 
family was woken up. The BSF 
men started interrogating them 
about the "hidden terrorists". While 
the interrogation was in progress, 
the rifle in the hands of one of the 
constables outside the house went 
off, perhaps accidentally. Immed- 
iately, there was a volley of return 
firing. BSF personnel inside the 
house assumed that terrorists 
hiding somewhere in the vicinity 
were firing at them. The assump- 
tion was wrong. A company of 
Railway Protection Force was 
camping at a distance of three 
hundred yards from the hosue 
under raid. Hearing the gun shot 
which came in their direction, per- 
sonnel of the Railway Protection 
Force fired back. Two BSF men 
were hit and the constable 
Bishamber Dass died. Furious at 
the death of one of their numbers, 
the BSF men turned their guns on 
the family of Niranjan Singh. 
Niranajan Singh himself escaped 
but witnessed his son Hariminder 
Singh, and his pregnant daughter- 
in-law Jasbir Kaur murdered in 
cold blood and his mother-in-law 
Niranjan Kaur severely injured. 

The report of the magisterial 
inquiry recommended that a case 
of murder under section 302 of the 
Indian Penal Code (IPC) be regis- 
tered against the responsible BSF 
personnel. The district authorities 
granted a monetary compensation 
of Rs. 2000 in addition to an ex- 
gratia grant of Rs. 20,000 for each 
person killed to the surviving 
members of the family. The BSF 
battalion which was based in Dera 
Baba Nanak sector was posted 
out to another locality. The rec- 
ommendation to launch prosecu- 
tion against the personnel 
responsible for the murders was 
ignored. 

False Encounters 

I n the course of my own travels 
in Punajb I received innumerable 
reports of deaths in fake encount- 
ers from people who claimed 
authentically that these had actu- 
ally taken place in police custody. 

I was able to investigate only three 
such cases thoroughly. I discov- 
ered that they were indeed plain 
murders of detainees in custody 
committed by their custodians. In 
two cases I found that detainees 
had been done to death after pro- 
longed interrogation under severe 
torture. One of these cases was 
from the Muktsar subdivision of 
Faridkot district, the second from 
Guru Harsahay subdivision of 
Ferozpur district. The third case of 
extra-judicial execution had taken 
place in Mohali, in district Ropar 
near Chandigarh. In that case the 
police shot down an unarmed 
person while trying to abduct him 
from a public procession in front of 
hndreds of people. He probably 
died immediately from the injury. 

I say probably, because the police 
carried away his body in a jeep to 
some unknown place after shoot- 
ing him and declared his death 
only the next day following a public 
protest at the incident. 

Reflective Note 

The methods to curb terrorist 


crimes we have observed the 
state machinery to follow.violate all 
normative standards of punitive 
justice. By these standards 
punishment should follow logically 
from an open and fair determina- 
tion of crime. This is presupposed 
in the concepts of justice and truth 
on which Law must rest to be at 
all definable. 

The process of justice, by inher- 
ent necessity, must remain free 
from surreptitious and dosed deci- 
sions also for the reason that its 
aim is not merely to punish an 
offender but to rehabilitate the 
principle offended even as the 
offended himself. The policy of eye 
for eye is not justice, but venge- 
ance. The intention of punishment 
as part of the reparative process 
of justice must give full opportun- 
ity to the suspected offender not 
only to prove his innocence but 
also to repent in case his guilt has 
been established. Justice must 
afford him the opportunity to weld 
himself to the intent of the repar- 
ative process which is to restore 
him to that state of social accep- 
tability which he had lost by violat- 
ing its values. 

This opportunity can be reliably 
afforded only within an institutional 
arrangement that has collective 
sanction. Justice is a collective 
endeavour and can be ensured 
only by institutions which in addi- 
tion to being founded on the prin- 
ciple of fair process are amenable 
to a fair understanding of the 
objective roots of conflicts arising 
in society. Such institutions must 
be led men whose moral charac- 
ter is as unquestionable as the 
authority which they command to 
enforce their decrees is legitimate. 
In India, this vision of justice is 
vivid only by its absence. 

Brute Force 

S overeignty of State is an 
important principle of civiliza- 
tion, rightly suggesting itself to be 
inviolable so long as it is exercised 
indivisibly with the common will of 
the people. But if it begins to oper- 
ate o brutish force and manipula- 
tions springing from political 
conspiracies in high places, using 
common men as their fodder, 
transforming might into right and 
exacting allegiance by dread, the 
gesture of allegiance becomes an 
offence to civic conscience. Once 
this is realised, the realization 
amounting to a transformation of 
man from a political object into a 
self-aware political subject, he 
becomes free from his obligation 
of submission to the Leviathan 
which is arrogating to itself an 
authority of conscience above that 
of individually reflective civic con- 
science. 

Without the acquisition of this 
inner freedom, the struggle for 
outer freedom will continue to be 
embarrassed by an insecurity as 
to its own validity. For the Leviath- 
an’s might of appearance sug- 
gests that by this might itself it 
commands a higher reason, and 
thereby easily deludes the 
uncourageous into the belief that 
it possesses a right of existence 


intagible even by the betrayal of its 
own purpose. 

To the extent that the desire for 
freedom from the Leviathan 
becomes a common calling, it also 
becomes a common moral duty to 
oppose its atrocites by all means 
possible: But with the limitation 
that such opposition whether pea- 
cable or paroxysmal, can claim 
legitimacy only if it is itself firmly 
grounded in the acceptance of 
those principles of justice, the 
abandonment of which has justi- 
fied the breach of allegiance with 
the Leviathan. This is a point for 
the Sikh militants to consider. 

Many innocent people have 
died in their hands. No cause o 
earth can be used to justify inten- 
tional killings of innocent people. 
Those who are prepared to kill 
indiscriminately, to sacrifice the 
lives of others randomly for what- 
ever cause and no matter what the 
grievance, are acting contrary to 
the spirit of justice and are, in fact, 
perpetrating crime. Those who 
lack the necessary discipline and 
self-control to refrain from com- 
mitting such excesses, no matter 
how emotionally compelled they 
may feel in their ire, cannot claim 
the right to take up arms against 
the State, even if illegitimate, in the ^ 
name of justice and right. There is + 
little point in protesting against the 
xcesses committed by the State, 
if the reaction consists merely in 
the augmentation of the quantum 
of such excesses. Such blind 
actions can and should arouse 
only repugance in morally sensi- 
tive people. They can fascinate 
only those who have criminal 
propensities. Such excesses 
more than providing the State 
with an excuse for enhancing 
its own atrocites, ultimately 
serve to corrupt the moral sen- 
sibilities of those very men who 
may have started with morally 
sound motives. The diffusion of 
a sense of guilt and cynicism 
that is sure to develop in those 
who condone such excesses . 
will ultimately destroy the rel e-J 
vance of their aspirations. 
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D isarmament, peace and 
development are the 
central issues of our 
time. The nexus among 
them is obvious. We cannot 
pursue any one of them in a mean- 
ingful sense to the neglect of the 
others. Development cannot take 
place in an environment of inse- 
curity filled with tension and polit- 
ical or actual conflict; likewise 
global peace requires harmonious 
social and economic development 
of all peoples and all nations. 
There cannot be islands of calm 
and prosperity amidst a turbulence 
sea of conflict or poverty. 

Realisation of this ideal needs a 
fresh theoretical understanding of 
international politics and formula- 
tion of new but pragmatic models 
and strategies. Rajni Kothari 


undertakes this task in the second 
volume of his collection of essays. 
This volume is concerned with 
issues of peace, development and 
life in terms of their meaning in the 
present and future context, their 
interrelationships and their inter- 
national and national ramifications. 

Kothari’s starting point is that the 
struggle for survival is inherent in 
the struggle for transformation of 
the present world into a just world. 
The issue of peace in our age is 
deeply embedded in this phenom- 
enon. There can be no peace until 
the process of such a transforma- 
tion is accelerated. However, the 
age of transformation that we are 
living in is an age of mind-boggling 
paradoxes. Therefore there are a 
variety of problems and contradic- 
tions to overcome. In large parts 
of the world there is increasing 
evidence of growing incapacity to 
cope with problems and crisis, 
emerging both domestically and 


internationally. The prevailing sys- 
tems of management are patently 
incapable of fathoming the forces 
that are at work, they are therefore 
unable to provide the necessary 
clues to the restructuring institu- 
tional, technological and power 
relationships. Technology 

because of its efflorescence in a 
particular culture — a culture that 
was basically aggressive and in 
which there was not enough of 
moderation and self-control — has 
become a frankenstein. Thus the 
crisis that faces modern man is a 
crisis wrought by science and 
technology taking a particular 
direction under the impact of the 
age of positivism Kothari points 
out. The issues of peace and 
security, therefore, need to be 
viewed in this context of a strug- 
gle for survival at every level-all 
the way up and all the way 
down — and the accompanying 
sense of insecurity that pervades 
them all. The agenda must include 
structural transformation and cul- 
tural chage produced by this tur- 
bulencef taking into account the 
still larger mutations of religions, 
ecological and aesthetic con- 
ciousness at the popular level in 
large parts of the world. Also we 
have to think of peace and disar- 
mament as critical to human sur- 
vival and to the survival of 
civilisation. 

Kothari also suggests that 
underlying all the major crisis 
facing the world today is the crisis 
of intellect in the fields of devel- 
opment theory and of peace and 
security alike. What is called for is 
new thinking that goes beyond 
conventional approaches of inter- 
national relations. It is necessary 
to conceptualise the issue of 
peace beyond the analysis of arms 
race and militarisation and to think 
of. approaches to peace beyond 
iin causes like arms control disar- 
mament and demilitarisation. 
Kothari raises a basic question: 
what constitutes peace? Is it 
merely absence of war? If not, and 
if it is to be a more positive con- 
cept, how is it to be related to that 
other great concern of our times, 
namely development? Does 
development, more rapid devel- 
opment, necessarily enhance 
peace? Are not these modes and 
trajectories of development which 
themselves constitute a threat to 
peace? 

According to Kothari it is only 
when the global peripheries and 
the poor of the world acquire a 
stake in peace-that will be the test 
of just peace-and when major cen- 


tres of the world and the elites 
everywhere become willing to 
share their wealth, power and pro- 
sperity that a real and enduring 
basis for peace will be laid until 
then we will only be going round 
and round the circles of disarma- 
ment and arms control negotia- 
tions with continuing growth of 
new strategic doctrines for provid- 
ing national and bloc security. 
Therefore if the "peace movement" 
in the world is to acquire legiti- 
macy, it must base itself on a real- 
istic understanding of the conflicts 
that exist in the present world and 
causes of their persistence. 

in this overall context Kothari 
suggests two major dimensions of 
ensuring a world more peaceful. 
The first of these is the achieve- 
ment of a world consisting of auto- 
nomous states that are in a 
position to enjoy a much more 
meaningful equality of status than 
today; the second is the ability of 
these states to provide /minimum 
living conditions for their peoples, 
which also entails a certain mini- 
mum of equality among them. 
Kothari’s approach for this is pri- 
marily for regional cooperation that 
is a pooling of resources and eco- 
nomic and governmental systems 
modelled on federal process. By 
this the Third World countries can 
take the initiative themselves to 
improve their own affairs and their 
place in the world. Kothari is sug- 
gesting for a world system of 
twenty odd federal entities in place 
of the present more than one hun- 
dred and fifty unitary ones. In the 
main regions of Africa, in the 
Middle East, in South Asia, South- 
east Asia and the Pacific region, 
in the two or three major regions 
of Latin America, and in the Carib- 
bean there is ample scope for 
such cooperation and a closing of 
ranks. 

Kothari also points out that the 
sources of the present conditions 
of inequity and injustice are to be 
found not simply in the structure of 
world power but also to a substan- 
tial degree in the structures that 
pervail within individual States as 
well. He also points out absence 
of a comprehensive theory of 
peace in the realm of international 
politics. Peace, in fact, continues 
to be a negative good. On the 
other hand the prevailing develop- 
ment process and technology has 
created a situation of cumulative 


inequity in the international politi- 
cal system. In this situation any 
conception of a new world system, 
if it is to be realistically conceived, 
must be based on a perception of 
the conflicts tftat are inherent in the 
situation and the struggle that lies 
ahead. 

For this Kothari identifies the 
contradictions and suggests a 
vision of an alternative future, cen- 
tral idea for which is forging a coa- 
lition of interests opposed to the 
status quo. And for this the main 
spur must without doubt come 
from the peoples of the Third 
World who have borne the brunt 
of more than two hundred years of 
virtually planned underdevelop- 
ment. This requires cooperation. 
For individually, most of these 
countries are vulnerable; collec- 
tively, they can be formidable. 

Kothari also develops on the 
issues of Human Rights and dis- 
armament in relation to world 
order as also the emerging new 
issues with regard to Nation States 
and Third World is the world order. 
All these he analysis in the context 
that the conduct of international 
relations is increasingly being 
shaped by economic, ecological, 
energy, food, raw materials and 
resource considerations than 
purely military and political ones. 
Therefore Kothari suggests intel- 
lectual and political processes to 
be directed by these understan- 
dings and himself suggests vari- 
ous models and levels of 
intervention. His thesis for resto- 
ration of autonomy of various 
levels from individual to nation 
may look utopian to many but is 
quite stimulating. Kothari is not 
much concerned with established 
or prevailing theories in Interna- 
tional Politics. His concern is pri- 
marily humane which he deals 
both at philosophical and pragma- 
tic levels giving due weightage.to 
both ends and means. 

The essays therefore provide 
not only a deep insight into the 
prevailing world order and themeed 
for transformation but also address 
those who with a short sighted view 
of comfort or power 
are infact working for creating 
more tensions and loss of human 
power itself. Those who can inter- 
vene and those who feel concern 
can make use of these essays to 
deliver the right message at differ- 
ent levels. 



From the House of 

SIMCO HAIR FIXER 


1-31 May 1989 


13 



FORUM 


Gazette 


Benazir Visits China 


Continued from page 16 

not envisage assembly of nuclear 

weapons”. 

Asked about the reports mat 
Pakistan was about to buy 75 
fighter planes from China, she said 


it was incorrect, adding, "perhaps 
if we had more than three and half 
hours talks it could have come up”. 

Indo-Pak Relations 


M 


s Bhutto apprised the Chi- 
nese leadership of the 


Rushdie Phenomenon 


Continued from page g 

(though not said) that if Rushdie as 
an individual had been so offen- 
sive as to disrespect Islam why 
should Britain as a whole have to 
bear the brunt of Iranian ire? But 
no amount of quibbling or soften- 
ing of its earlier stand could make 
an impression on Teheran which 
went right ahead and snapped dip- 
lomatic ties with the UK. And now, 
as if to make matters wrose, the 
entire Rushdie debate is acquiring 
racist overtones and some sec- 
tions of the British press are 
wondering why they should go to 
so much trouble and get so 
worked up over someone who is 
after all only a coloured immigrant! 

The non-lslamic Third World 
countries and the Non-Aligned 
Movement have not openly chas- 
tised the Imam even if many of 
them may privately think his 
threats ugly and irreligious and 
that he has gone overbaord. This 
behaviour is of course predictable, 
if cowardly. In fact it looked as if 
Iran had provoked a North-South 
divide over the Rushdie affair until 
Japan and New Zealand decided 
to be mavericks and safeguard 
their trading interests with Teheran 
and never mind freedom of 
speech or Imamic fatwas! 

However, it is the opportunistic 
conduct of the Soviets that has left ■ 
everyone wondering. As a totali- 
tarian state it defends literary cen- 
sorship. Alright so far. But it has 
never been known as a protector 
of religious minorities, let alone 
Muslims. Quite the contrary. In 
fact, until now, to the Ayatollah's 
Iran, the Marxists were anathema 
and only one step removed from 
America, the Great Satan. From 
that distant position to the present 
cosying up to ostracised (by the 
west over the Rushdie affair) 
Teheran, Moscow has come a 
long way. The Soviets obviously 
saw "The Satanic Verses" and 
Iran's new isolationism as a devi- 
ous way of sidling in where others 
feared to tread! 

In mostofthe Islamic world and 
the Middle East the governments 
are repressive and there is no 
freedom of expression so let us 
skip them and go next to America. 
Although the United States gov- 
ernment was a bit slow on the 
uptake, there was such a fierce 
debate in the press and so much 
wrath at being told by Teheran to 
censor the book, that things 
righted themselves very quickly 
and the government came out 


unambiguously against Khomeini. 

But now you have the strange 
phenomenon of American ana- 
lysts actually suggesting that 
Rushdie should have known 
better. Princeton University’s Chris 
S. Taylor in his March 3 Christian 
Science Monitorstory declares that 
Islamic law (and belief in the awful 
punishment meted out to detrac- 
tors) is as dear to Muslims as free- 
dom of expression is to Western 
(Christian) society. So which one 
is more valid? Taylor claims that 
Rushdie is guilty of driving an irre- 
trievable wedge between the two 
worlds: religious/traditional and 
secular/modern. He talks of the 
pain and anger in the Islamic world 
over a book that no one has read. 
He doesn’t mention the deaths in 
the subcontinent. I wonder 
whether he realises that in India, 
as indeed in Pakistan and Iran, the 
entire farce has from the start 
been politically motivated by 
unprincipled and calpulating lead- 
ers for their own nefarious ends; 
leaders who shouted out to the 
faithful from the rooftops that their 
creed was under a siege, thus cle- 
verly manipulating their fears and 
their ignorance, and actively fost- 
ering the tragic denouement. 

We also have still-naive elder 
statesman and new-found cham- 
pion of Islam, ex-president Jimmy 
Carter, jumping into the fray. In a 
recent article in the New York 
Times he insists that America 
should make it clear that it did not 
endorse a book which was an 
"insult to the sacred beliefs of our 
Muslim friends" and to religion in 
general. 

But th3nk heavens for writers 
like Amy E. Schwarz in the Wash- 
ington Post(8 March) warning us 
about the grave implications of the 
selective censorship implied in 
Carter’s arguments, i.e., the unbel- 
ievers do not have the same right 
to express their opinions as the 
believers. 

Governments the world over 
tend to treat with expediency or 
simply overlook as inconvenient 
ideals such as freedom of expres- . 
sion. Sadly enough, it normally 
takes a back seat whereas politi- 
cal, economic, commercial and 
strategic interests take priority. 
The press more often that not 
comes out as the sole defender of 
this precious if fragile freedom, 
fighting a grim uphill battle all the 
way while governments talk both 
sides of their face. 


removal of "some of the mistrust 
that had bedevilled Pak-lndia rela- 
tionship". Speaking at a banquet 
hosted by the Chinese Premier Li 
Peng, on the first day of her visit, 
Ms Bhutto said that she had 
assured Mr Gandhi of Pakistan's 
earnest desire to "establish" equi- 
table relations with India on the 
basis of the Simla agreement. 
"More importantly, she noted that 
the agreement, among other 
things, envisages the settlement of 
the Kashmir dispute on which "we 
have always received your (Chi- 
nese) support". In his reply, Li said 
that "as a close neighbour of the 
South Asian countries, China sin- 
cerely wishes to see these coun- 
tries live together in amity, 
cooperate to each other's benefit 
and seek common progress on the 
basis of the five principles of 
peaceful coexistence". Li further 
added, China highly appreciated 
Pakistan’s efforts to improve ties 
with neighbours. 

However, a jareing note seems 
to have been introduced (of 
course, vis-a-vis India), when the 
Pakistani Foreign Minister said at 
the Press conference in Beijing 
that Pakistan had conveyed its 
"appuehensions* to China over the 
presence of the nuclear submarine 


of India in the Indian Ocean, inter- 
vening during a Press conference 
addressed by Ms Bhutto, he said: 
"The prevailing situation in ine 
Indian Ocean, consequent upon 
the introduction of a nuclear sub- 
marine by India to be followed by 
other such submarines, is obvi- 
ously a matter of deep concern to 
us". 

During her banquet speech on 
’February 11, Ms Bhutto had said 
that Pakistan "firmly believes that 
the Indian Ocean should not 
become an arena for unchecked 
militarization". Li had responded 
by saying, "China would do its part 
in guarding peace and stability in 
the (South Asian) region and the 
whole of Asia". 

While meeting Ms Bhutto, Deng 
declared that "Sino-Pakistan 
friendship is eternal". Describing 
the Sino-Pak relations as "unus- 
ual", Deng said, "Our two coun- 
tries respect each other as equals 
without hangup. We understand 
each other even if any difference 
of view arises". Singificantly, Chi- 
nese leaders have been expres- 
sing idential views vis-a-vis the 
country’s relations with the South 
Asian Himalayan State, Nepal. 

Successful Visit 

T he Pakistani Prime Minister 
also met other top leaders like 
Zhao Ziang, the Party General 


Secretary, and Yang Shangkun,, 
ifts President of the People's 
Republic Of China, and discussed 
with them various bilateral, regi- 
onal and global problems. 
Besides, the official China Daily 
has reported that the Paksitani 
Prime Minister had private talks 
with the Chinese opposite number 
on February 11, lasting 2 hours. 
The private and official talks with 
the Chinese Premier, thus, 
accounts for 5 an a half hours! 

By any standard of internationla 
politics and realpolitik, Benazir 
Bhutto’s China visit was a grand 
success. It was not for nothing that 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
seized the earliest opportunity to 
congratulate her telephonically on 
her successful China visit. More- 
over, he renewed his invitation to 
her to visit India on this occasion. 
No such gesture is known on the 
part of Pakistan when Rajiv 
Gandhi visited China in 
December. Perhaps, no greater 
proof of the success of Benazir 
Bhutto's China visit is needed. 
Although it is the age of tension, 
relaxation and even of dentente in 
international and regional relations 
and politics, Pakistan’s new gov- 
ernment has perhaps chosen to 
show that the establishment of 
Pak-lndia and Pak-USSR ties on 
a stronger footing does not mean 
slightening China in any manner. 
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Did You Know? 


Light 


Where does light come 
from? 

T he sun is the source of our 
daylight. It is a big star made 
of white-hot masses of gas. The 
temperature of the sun’s bright 
surface is 6,ooo°C. Not long ago 
it was discovered that a pro- 
cess of nuclear fission causes 
electro-magnetic light-waves. 
The new science of atomic 
energy has taught us much 
about the sun. Rays of light 
travel through space at 186,- 
000 miles a second and they 
move in straight lines. During 
a thunderstorm you can see 
how fast light travels. You 
always see the lightening 
before you hear the thunder. 
By means of mirrors and 


lenses the sun’s rays can be 
made to change direction. Mir- 
rors reflect, lenses can either 
spread beams of light or con- 
centrate them and this can 
make objects seem either 
larger or smaller. We could not 
live without the sun; all living 
things on earth depend upon it 
for their existence.' Plants 
cannot make their food without 
sunlight. 


What colours are there 
in a ray of light? 

I f a ray of light is made to pass 
though a triangular shaped piece 
of glass (called a prism), a strange 
thing happens. The ray is split 
apart into seven different colours, 
the colours of the rainbow: red, 
orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo 
and violet. If the colours are then 



Professor Grammar 


t£.o Again! 

The order of adverbs at the 
end of a sentence is always a 
difficult topic, because there 
are no different types of 
adverbs and adverbial phra- 
ses. 

Types of adverbs and 
adverbial phrases. 

MANNER: how something is done 
quickly, slowly, carefully, on foot, 
by bus, etc. 

PLACE: where something is done 
at home, in Holland, through the 
garden, at work, etc. 

TIME: when something is done 
yesterday, today, tomorrow, next 
week, at 5 o’clock, etc. 

So^Smes I include all three 
types of adverbs at the end of a 
sentence. 

EXAMPLE 

She sang beautifully at the concert 
last night. 

MANNER PLACE TIME 
Notice the order: MANNER, 
PLACE, TIME. 

It is indeed poissible to break the 
MANNER PLACE TIME rule, but 

why make life difficult for yourself? 
As I always say, ’Your grammar’s 
fine with MANNER PLACE TIME’. 

Now, as I always say, ’English is 
a beautifully complex language’. 
So, it should not surprise you that 
there is another rule for ’move- 
ment’ verbs. These are verbs that 
you commonly associate with 
travel. 

Gertrude flew to New York by 
Concorde last year. 

Notice ‘he word order for travel 
verbs: PLACE, MANNER, TIME. 

Now try the exercises. Be careful 
with Exercise B. It’s a tricky exer- 
cisel 


passed back through a prism, they 
come together again and white 
light is formed. This was one of the 
great discoveries made by the 
famous 1 7th century British phys- 
icist, Sir Isaac Newton, who 
proved in this way that light was 
a combination of colours. 


A) Try this exercise. Put the words 
in brackets in the correct word 
order, using the MANNER PLACE 
TIME rule. 

1 . 1 saw a film (last night, in town). 

2. He spoke (last night, loudly, at 
the meeting). 

3. I read the newspaper (this 
morning, carefully). 

4. I worked (in the garden, hard, 
yesterday). 

5. John ate spaghetti (art a Chi- 
nese restaurant, last week). 

6. I’ll be seeing John (tonight, at 
the party). 

7. Our team played (last Satur- 
day, badly, at the match). 

8. I’m staying (tonight, at home). 

9. 1 learned English (last year, by 
correspondence). 

10. 1 sing (in the bath, loudly, every 
morning). 

B) Try this exercise using the 

PLACE, MANNER, TIME rule for 

travel verbs and the MANNER, 

PLACE, TIME rule for all other 

verbs. 

1. 1 went (by bicycle, home, yes- 
terday). 

2. I drive (every morning, to 
work). 

3. 1 go (by hovercraft, to France, 
every year). 

4. They walked (through the park, 
home, this afternoon). 

5. I am travelling (to Bourne- 
mouth, by coach, this Tues- 
day). 

6. I worked (at the office, hard, 
today). 

7. They drank their tea (during the 
short break, quickly). 

8. He studied (last year, a lot, at 
university). 

9. The quartet performed (at the 
recital, magnificently, last 
night). 

10. He travels (by train, home, 
everv davl. 


How is a 
formed? 


rainbow 


I f it rains when the sun is shining, 
we see a rainbow. This is really 
the same thing as happens in 
Newton’s experiment. Here it is 
the raindrops that act as the prism. 
Every drop separates the light into 
its seven colours, and together 
they form the rainbow which 
appears in the sky like a coloured 
arch. A rainbow can also be seen 
near waterfalls, when drops of 
water are splashed up, when 
spraying the garden with water. 


How do we see colours? 

L ight and colour are insepar- 
able. Without light there is no 
colour. It is thanks to the red rays 
in the light that we see the red 
colour of the roses. The daylight, 
with its seven colours, falls on the 
roses. The red roses reflect the red 
rays but not the other colours. The 
same thing happens with all col- 
ours: a green leaf reflects the 
green rays, a yellow banana the 
yellow rays, and so on. Mixed col- 
ours, like grey or brown, are 
reflected to our eyes by a mixture 
of rays. When the light changes, 
as it does in dull weather, then the 
colours can be seen to change. 
This is proof that light and colours 
go together. 


Why is the sun red in 
the morning and the 
evening? 

A round the earth is the atmos- 
phere, which is made up of 
several gases. During the day, 
when the sun is high in the sky, the 
sun’s rays take a short path 
through the atmosphere. Then the 
sunlight is clear. In the morning 
and evening the sun’s rays have 
to pass through a much greater 
thickness of atmosphere to reach 
the same spot. The strongest rays 
get through better than the others 


and, for this reason, the sun is 
seen as a red ball at these times. 
The clouds in the sky are also 
beautifully coloured by the pink 
radiance. 

Why is the sky blue? 


S pace-travellers, who get 
outside the earth’s atmos- 
phere, see the sky completely 
. black. On earth, however, we see 
a beautiful blue sky. How is that 
possible? It is the blue reflection 
of the light which is dispersed 

when passing through the atmos- 


phere. The gases in the atmos- 
phere reflect some of the blue rays 
and it is this that we see as the 
blue sky we know so well. In 
southern countries the colour is 
deep blue because the air is much 
drier than in more northern ones. 
Where there is a lot of moisture in 
the air, the sky is pale blue. 

The white clouds, contrasting 
beautifully with the blue sky, are 
great masses of water vapour. The 
little particles of water act as mir- 
rors, reflecting the white light of the 
sun. The surfaces of the sea, lakes 
and rivers also act as mirrors and 
often seem blue when really they 
have no colour at all. 


Word's World 


A Hidden Tree 

Enter the answers to the eight clues in the grid (the first letters have 
been done for you). When you have finished, the name of a tree will 
be revealed in the shaded diagonal. 



Merry-go-round 

Greenish-yellow gas; bleach 

Member of unofficial army 

Medieval musician 

Person on the run 

Metal from exploding bomb 

Zodiac sign; water carrier 

Large waterfall ; clouding of the lens of the eye 

Answers 
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SPOTLIGHT 



T he People’s Republic of 
China is one Asian State 
which has common 
borders with 4 South 
Asian States out of 7 — India, Pak- 
istan, Bhutan and Nepal. Because 
of this geostrategic position China 
consideres herself to be an inter- 
nal power in South Asia, rather 
than an intrusive power. With its 
huge population of more than 
1,000 million and economic, sci- 
entific and technological advan- 
ces, she is bound to play, her role 
in the regional and global politics. 
She is no longer what Napoleon 
once called "a sleeping giant", in 
fact, she has started "moving the 
world". 

It was not for nothing that a 
superpower like the USA had to 
realize this And establish diploma- 
tic relations with her, aside from 
facilitate her entry into the UN. It 
was not for nothing that another 
superpower, the USSR, had to 
start afresh after a gap of almost 
3 decades. India herself had to 
start summit politics to solve the 
border problem, which too is 3 
decades' old now. 8 rounds of offi- 
cials’ discussions earlier had failed 
to make any breakthrough. 

Obvious Visit 

I n such a regional-global scen- 
ario, if the first democratically 
elected woman and youngest ever 
Prime Minister of Pakistan, Ms 
Benzazir Bhutto, chose China for 
her first State visit, it should not 
surprise any observer or analyst. 
Benazir must have some emo- 
tional reasons to do that. Her 
father, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, had best 
of relations with his contemporary 
Chinese leaders, including Mao 
Zedong and Zhao Enlai. Besides, 
he had played a crucial role in 
bringing the U.S. and China 


together in the early seventies. In 
fact, in her first Press conference 
on assuming the Prime Minister- 
ship of Pakistan, Benazir had 
alluded to Pakistan’s relations with 
China. In practical terms, the real- 
politik of the South Asian region 
has also, more often than not. 
prompted the internal peripheral 
powers to use China as a counter- 
balance against the core State 
India. Such a visit, thus, was quite 
in order. But the circumstances 
under which it was effected made 
it more important. 

Benazir’s 3-day state visit (Feb- 
ruary 11-13) took place in the 
wake of the Rajiv-Benazir summit 
in December and the USSR For- 
eign Minister, Mr Eduward Shev- 
arnadze’s visit to Islamabad only 
recently, both this phenomena 
having been repeated after a long 
gap of about 3 decades. Some 
analysts tend to believe that con- 
sequent upon his. China’s visit, 
and, perhaps, because of some 
tacit assurance therefrom India’s 
Prime Minister had adopted a 
tough posture vis-a-vis the lead- 
ers from Nepal and Bangladesh 
and their pronouncements during 
the 4th SAARC summit in 
December at Islamabad. This 
development might have hasat- 
ened the visit and the process 
attached to it. 

Warm Welcome 

P rime Minister Bhutto was 
given a warm welcome on her 
arrival in Beijing on February- 11. 
She had in her entourage among 
others Sahibzada Yakub Khan, 
Pakistan’s Foreign Minister, and 
Asif Ali Zardari, her husband. The 
Chinese Government reception 
committee chairwoman, Ms Wu 
Wenying, and the Vice Foreign 
Minister, Mr Liu Shuging, met her 


Strengthening The 
Unusual-eternal"Ties 


at the airport. Heads of missions 
of the SAARC, including the Ihdian 
Ambassador, C.V. Ranganathan, 
were on hand to greet her. 

Prime Minister Bhutto utilized 
this opportunity to meet her Chi- 
nese counterpart Li Peng, who 
also happens to be the adopted 
son of Zhao Enlai, a friend of Z.A. 
Bhutto. Her meeting with Li Peng 
lasted 3 and a half hours of Feb- 
ruary 12 — a very long meeting by 
international diplomatic standards. 
Earlier Li Peng had hosted a ban- 
quet in honour of the visiting Pak- 
istani Prime Minister on February 
1 1 , the day she arrived there. Ms 
Bhutto invited Li Peng to visit Pak- 
istan, whch the latter gladly 
accepted. He is slated to go there 
in the latter half of this year. Ben- 
azir also took this opportunity to 


By Parmanand- 

meet the most influential Chinese 
leader Deng Ziaoping in Sanghai, 
the largest city and the chief indu- 
strial and commercial centre of 
China, where the latter was 
undergoing some medical treat- 
ment. 

Meaningful Talks 

M s Bhutto’s talks with her Chi- 
nese counterpart were, in 
fact, quite meaningful and con- 
crete. They discussed the fast- 
developing situation in Afghani- 
stan, Kampurchea and the pro- 
blems of the Indian Ocean. 
Relevantly, Pakistan and China 
have been seeing the problems of 
Afghanistan and Kampuchea in« 


identical ways and both had con- 
sidered these to be obstacles in 
improving or even normalizing 
relations with the Soviet Union. 
Both the Premiers expressed the 
hope that the problem of Kampu- 
chea would be solved soon and a 
broad-based government would 
be formed in Afghanistan. 

Addressing a Press Conference 
on February 12 in Beijing, Ms 
Bhutto said that during her visit, 2 
agreements had been signed for 
reciprocal encouragement and 
protection of investments and for 
extensio of trade protocol upto 
1990. She said China and Paki- 
stan were co-operating in peace- 
ful uses of nuclear energy and that 
the Pakistani programme "does 

Continued on pa. 
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